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$ the e Latter was intended, to pro- 
A mote Unity among Chriſtians, the Publication 
of it needs no Apology. The Spirit with 
which it is written 3 at once the 
Learning and Piety of the Author, and theGoodneſs of 
tbe Deſign. The Occaſion of publiſhing it at this 
Time will be beft underſtood, by givin an Abftra £4 

the Hiftory of the two rnd; Ss now in 
on our Church, which are here explained with "_ 
Accuracy, and compared with great Judgment and 

Impartialty. 

Whoever is acquainted with the bigh Character 
and uncommon Worth of Archb * Cranmer, and 
the ot her twelve Divines employed in compiling the 1 
Engliſh Liturgy * the ſecond Year of King Edward 
VI. muft allow they were well choſen for that Pur- 
poſe, and that a Work of the greateſt Importance was 


put into the beft and fitteſt Hands: They were Men 
of extraordinary Attainments in Knowledge, Virtue 
and Sanctity, and great Promoters of the Reformati- 
on from Popery, for which ſome of them ſuffered Mar- 

e and ſe aled the J. _ _ their Blood F. 
In 


la the Year 1548, — ſecond Year of King 05 
ward VI. 
| Wheatly, p. 26. 
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iv The PREFACE, 
In the Year 1551 there was a Review of this Li- 
turgy at the Dejire and under the Direction of the 
ame Archbiſhop Cranmer. He had a Conference * 
with his Collegues about this Afﬀair, and —— 
many Alterations were concluded on, which were af<_ 

terwards ſettled and agreed to in the Convocation ;, for 
as Dr. Heylin Þ reports, there was a Debate a- 
mong the Prelates of ſuch Doubts, as had ariſen a- 
bout ſome Things contained in the common Prayer 
Book, and more particularly touching ſuch Feaſts as 
were retained, and ſuch as had been abrogated by the * 
Rules thereof; the Form of e at the giving 
of the Bread, and the different Manner of admini- 
ring the Holy Sacrament. Which being ſignified to 
the Prolocutor and the reft of the Clergy, who bad re- 
ceived ſomewhat in charge about it the Day before; 
anſwer was made, that they had not yet ſufficiently 
conſidered 0 22 the Point: 5 propoſed, but that they would 
give their Lordſbips ſome Account thereof in the fol- 
2 g Seffron. And as we find theſe Particulars were 
debated in the Convocation, ſo there is no Doubt, but 
that all the reſt were ſo too, although we have not 
fo full Evidence of the Fad as could be wiſhed, ei- 
ther through the Defect or Deftruttion of the Records, 
ghich were moſt of — conſumed in the Fire of Lon- 
don. Laſtly, the reviſed Book was farther confirmed 
yt conpocational Authority, in the Book of Articles 
piled in the Near 1552, See Article 3 s By this 
Review ſome Things were added, other Things were 
alt? ered, and for 1 the Sake of greater Union 8 tho 
Rev 
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* See 8 Life of Cranmer, p. 252, andCollier's Eccl, 
Hiſt. Vol. 2. p. 316. 


Heyſin's Hiſt, of the Reform. p. 107, 
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The PREFACE * 
Reformed, and that this new Office might with leſs 
Scruple be received and uſed, ſome non-eſſential Things, 
that had been the ſeeming Occaſions of Offence, were 
omitted; for as the Ad of Parliament, which rati- 
fied the ſecond —_— expreſſes it : © Becauſe there 
« hath riſen, in the Uſe and Exerciſe of the common 
cc Service in the Church, divers Doubts, for the Fa- 
« ſbion and Manner of the Miniftration of the ſame, 
« rather by the Curigſity of the Minifters and Miſ 
« takers than of any other worthy Cauſe; therefore, 
as well for the more plain and manifeſt Fxplana- 
« tion thereof, as for the more Perfection of the ſaid 
“ common Service, in ſome Places, where it is neceſ= 
« {ary to make the ſame Prayer and Faſhion of Ser- 
« vice more earneſt and fit to ſtir Chriſtian People, 
to the true Honouring of Almighty God; the King's 
« muſt excellent Majefty, &. hath cauſed the afore- 
« ſaid Order of common Service, to be faithfully and 
« yodly peruſed, explained and made fully perfect.“ 

' Both theſe Offices were rejected, and the ſeveral. 
Laws enjoining the Uſe of them repealed, by an AS. 
paſſed in the firſt Year of Queen Mary, zealous to 
reſtore the Maſs-Book and Romiſh Superſtition. 
But upon the Acceſſion * of Queen Elizabeth this 
Act of Repeal was reverſed, and, upon a Review made 
by ſeveral learned Divines, ſome very few Things of 
tle Moment being altered in the 2d Liturgy 
King Edward VI. which it was not worth while 
to give @ Synod the trouble of meeting to ſettle, it 
was again approved aud ratified by AtF of Parlia- 
ment. And it is worth obſerving, that two at 
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C iherevit h the People were altogether acquainted, 


The PR E FA CE. | 
leaſt of the Compilers of the 1 Liturgy of King Ed - 
— * (viz, Dr. Alen Car, 4 Dr. Ma 
were employed in this ſecond Review.) In this Shape 
#he Book continued till the Acceſſion of King James 
VI. zo the Throne of England &, when after the Cun- 
ference at Hampton-Court it was again reviewed 
but no Alterations made; only ſome Forms of Thang .- 
giving wanting in former Books were added at the. 
End of the Litany, the Dueftions concerning the Sa- 
crament were added to the Catechiſm, and the Words 
lawful Miniſter were inſerted in the Rubrick before 
he Office for private Baptiſm, to diſcourage you 
People from meddling to baptixe, on any Pretence 
whatever Aud it is remarkable, that when the 
Proclamation was iſſued, for inforcing the AF of LU. 
wiformity, among ten thouſand Miniſters of Pariſhes, 
there were but 49 who refuſed to conform F. 


— 


Laff of all King Charles II. ſoon after his Refe- 


ration ® iſued a Commiſſion impowering twelve Bi- 
ſhops with nine ee choſen of the principal er- 


y, to meet with an equal Number of the diſſenti 
Divines, to conſider of the ObjeSions raiſed —S | 
the Liturgy, but gave them no farther Power than 
« to compare the Common Prayer Book with the 
« moſt ancient Liturgies, that had been uſed in the 
Church in the moſt primitive and pureſt Times. 
« But required them to avoid as much as poſſible all 
« unneceſſary Alterations of the Forms and Liturgy, 
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* 14th January 1603. 

Salmon Chron. p. 60. | 

* 25. March 1661, and Wheatly p. 26. &c. Salmon Chron: 
p. 140. Vid. AR for Uinformity 13. Car. II. 8th May 
1661. 1 


The PREFACE vi 
„ and had been long received in the Church of Eng- 
« land,” And after ſeveral Meetings at the Sa- 
voy, all to little Purpoſe, the Conference broke up; and 
ſoon after the Biſhops and Clergy aſſembled in Convo- 
cation, May 8th 1661, proceeded to the Review. Se- 
veral Leſſons appointed in the Calendar were changed 
for others more proper, ſome of the Collefs were al- 
tered for the better; the Epfliles and Goſpels were 
taten from the la Tranſlation of the Bible; the 
Prayers for the Ember Weeks, for the Parliament, 
for all Conditions - Men, the General Thankſgiving, 
the Office for the Baptiſm of the Adult, and the two 
excellent Offices for the zoth of January, and the 29th 
of May, were added in their proper Places. ere 
were alſo made ſome proper Amendments in the Com- 
munion-Office, and particularly the Manual Ceremo- 
nies in the Prayer of Conſecration were enjoined, 
which before had no other Authority but common 
| Prattice. The As of this Convocation are printed 
in, Synodus anglicana, publiſped by the — Bi- 
> of London in the Near 1702. | + pay 
Thus the fir Compoſition, and four ſeveral Re- 
views which have been made of the Engliſh Book of 
Common Prayer, were committed to Men the fitteſt of 
any for ſo important a Truſs Three of them were 
reviſed and approved by both Houſes of Convocation, 
and all, except that in King James VPs. Reign, 
wers ratified and enjoined by Parliament So that each, 
as to the main Body of them, (and indeed there is no 
eſſential Difference among them, ) came well recom- 
mended, and were ſettled upon the only proper Foun- 
dations, i. e. the Word of God, primitive Pattern, 
and the compleat Sanfiom and Authority of the Na- 
tional Church. Soon after the Reformation began to 
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iii The PRE FACE. 
tir in Scotland, the Engliſh Liturgy was adopted by 
an Ordinance made by the Lords of the Congregation, 
3d December 1557, which was the firſt publick Af 
in favour of the Reformation here that bore any Shew 
of Authority *. © The Lords and Barons profeſſing 
4 Chrift Feſus, conveened frequently in Council, in the 
« which theſe Heads were concluded. Firſt it is 
« thought expedient, adviſed and ordained, that in 
« all Pariſhes of this Realm the Common Prayer be 
« read weekly, on Sunday and other * Days, pu- 
« blickly in Pariſh Churches, with the Leſſons of the 
« Old and New Teftament, conformable to the Book 
« of Common Prayer.” | | 
This memorable Ordinance Biſhop Keith has in- 
ſerted in bis Hiſtory, with a' Reference to à N. B. 
at the Foot of the Page, in theſe no leſs remarkable 
Words, viz. + © Obſerve how theſe Men gave Orders 
« to the whole Realm, ſuch an Af would juſtly be 
« ,tjutlged high Treaſon now, I know nut what it 
« might be then.” 3 
The Book of Common Prayer referred to in this 
Ordinance muft have been the Engliſh one, for, not- 
withſtanding all Mr. Calderwood's Shiftings, Diſ- 
guiſings and falſe Copyings, the Genevian or Knox's 
Liturgy was not then known here. And this Reſo- 
lution being taken in the Year 1557 or 58, it is 
moſt probably to be underſtood of the ſecond Book of 
King Edward, which was the only reformed Litur- 
O, then in Uſe, in any Part of the Iſland,  _ 
Some time after this, our Anceſtors received the 
Review of that Liturgy made in Queen Elizabeth's 
| Time, 


t * VidelPetrie's Hiſt. and Spot wood, p. 117. 
} Keith's Hiſt. p. 66. | 
IE Calderwood p. 24. 
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The PREFACE. is 
Time, as appears from Buchanan, whoſe Evidence 
need not to be diſputed in this Caſe f.“ The Scots, 
« ſays be, ſome Years ago, being delivered from the 
« French Yoke by the Aſiſtance of the Engliſh, had 
& ſubſcribed to the Worſhip and Rites of Religion in 
« common with the Engliſh.” 
It is true, the Engliſh Worſhip was but too ſoon 
juſtled out by the Genevian or Knox's Liturgy and 
Directory, and all of them at laſt gave Way to ex- 
temporary Kffufions, which introduced much Con- 
fuſion and Miſchief. ; 
But that it was the firſt in Uſe, amongſt our An- 
ceftors, in the Dawning of the Reformation, is ac- 
knowledged by the Compilers of the Scottiſh Liturgy, 
in their Preface to that Book, wherein they declare 
for the Uniformity in God's Worſhip; that it were to 
be wiſhed the whole Church of Chriſt were one, as 
well in Form of publick Worſhip, as in Doctrine, for 
preventing of Schiſms and Diviſions, and preſerving of 
Unity. But fince that cannot be hoped for in the. 
whole Catholic Chriſtian Church; yet, at leaſt in the 
' Churches that are under the Protection of one So- 
vereign Prince, the ſame ought to be endeavoured. 
Which one would think was not a very well choſen 
Introduction to the Work they were about; and in the 
Concluſion they tell us, that our firſt Reformers were 
in the ſame Mind with them, as appearah by the 
Ordinance they made, That in all Pariſhes 4 this 
b calm 
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f Buchan. Hiſt. fol. Edit. Edin. per Tho. Ruddiman, lib. 
19. p: 380. Scoti, ante aliquot annos, Anglorum auxilijs > 
ſervitute Gallica liberati, religionis cultui et ritibus, cum 
' Anglis communibus, ſubſcripſerunt. Ea ſubita rerum muta- 

tio ſpondere videbatur Britanniam univerſam ab omni do- 
moſtico tumultu cenquieturam. | n 


„ The P REF ACE. 
| Realm, the Common Prayer ſhould be read weekly on 
| Sundays and other Feſitval Days, with the Leſſons of 


| Evil Spirit of Curiolity, a reftleſs Paſſion aft 
| ties 1 Rin To ſhew He Bur of this Obſerva- 
tion, we are now coming to treat of ſeveral Peridds —— 
of Time, which will furniſh fatal Inſlances, ſad Ex- 
amples more than enough. 1 
It appears from what has been already ſaid, that. 
the Engliſh Liturgy was the firſt that obtained in 
Scotland after the Reformation, when it was with 
* Chearfulneſs and Succeſs received and uſed by our 
Fore-fathers, and had for ſeveral Years an "Efta- | 
| Gliſhment amongſt} us, ſuch an one, at leaſt, as St. | 
| Auguſtine ſpeaks of in another Caſe x, Robuſtiffima | 
flirmitate conſenſionis. 2 
Alter it had been, by very bad Means and for a [ 
poor Exchange, (already pointed to) juſtled out of 
common Uſe in our Country, it is certain King | 
James the VI. had it much at Heart to reintroduce it 


* — — 
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* Pref, to Scots Lit. Par. 1. 2. ult. 
+ Vinc Lir, Cap. 6. p. 247. W cc. 
* Auguſt. L. 3. de Bapt. ad ver. Donati 


ThOP'E FACE - ' '#t 
it. The five Articles. of Perth Þ,, as they were cal. 
led, which, after much Pains taken, be got enactea, 
were the Preface to that good Deſign, and pointed 
direftIy that Way. Mn 
King Charles the I. treading in the Steps of bis 
Father, intended the Engliſh Liturgy for Scotland 
And though he afterwards gave Allowance and (Com- 


miſſion to compoſe a di ſtinct one for us, yet it appears 

not to have been of Choice, but procured by the Arts and 

Importunity of ſome in Church and State, who, being 

Puſhed on by various and, I fear, not very commena= 

able Motives, would, needs have 4 Liturgy of their 

own Growth; thus making an ren OTA 

at no leſs Expence than the certain Danger of the 

: King's Safety, and of the publick Peace. Archbiſhop 

- Laud tells us , That in the Year 1617, when be, 

as Chaplain in Ordinary, waited on King James of 

bleſſed Memory into Scotland, the Engliſh Service 

was read in the. Chapel Royal there, twice a Day. 

' And when, in the Year 1633, he waited upon King 
Charles at bis Coronation. in Scotland, then alſo the 
* Service was read twice a Day in the Chapel; 
| and a ſtrict Command was given then by his Majeſty, 
| « That it ſhould be ſo contiuued, and Allowance was 
« made for it; and nune of the Scots found any Fault 
« with it, at that Time or after, till thoſe Tumults 

6 bens.” . > 4 N 7 | 

And Mr. Collier writing of that Period tells us ꝙ, 
| b 2 73s : 40 Th at 


1 
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J The five Articles were debated in a G. Aſſembly at St. 
Andrews 1617, were afterwards concluded in the G. Aﬀem-+ 
bly at Perth 1618; and at laſt were ratified by Parlia- 
ment Anno 1621. vid. Guthrie's Memoirs, 

* Hiſt. of his on Trials p. 90. 

« 4-Collier's Eccleſ. Hiſt. Vol. 2. p. 767, 
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© the See of Aberdeen fell voi 
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« That the King deſigned to introduce the Engliſh 
« Liturgy in Scotland, and that, to recommend it 
« to that Nation, the daily reading of it was or- 
« dered in the Chapel at Holy-rood-houſe. But 
< that,. Ballantine Biſhop of Dumblane proceeding 
« negligently in this Affair, Laud thought it neceſſary 
“ to provide another better poſed And thus when 
, he got him tranſlat- 
*© ed thither, and procured bis Preferments for Dr. 
&« Wedderburn, 4 Scotſman by Birth, but bred and 
« beneficed in England. hat this new Dean pur* 
« ſued the King's Inftrufions, and might probably 
have ſucceeded, if the reft of the Scottiſh Biſhops 
« had fallen in with him. But theſe Prelates 
“ moving for. a diſtin Liturgy, (for the Reaſons a- 
« bove-mentioned ) bis Majefty commanded the Arch- 
« biſhop of 1 aſſiſt them. | 
This Reference to Reaſons above-mentioned ſends 
u back to the 7.55. Page of that Volumn where we 
are told, That the Scottiſh Biſhops, havmg ſent 
« Maxwell a Preacher at Edinburgh to the Eng- 
« liſh Court about this Affair, he applied __ to 
« Laud Biſpop of London, and received the follows 
« ing Anſwer; That if his Majeſty would have a 
« Liturgy ſettled there, different from what t 
« bad already, it was beft to take the Englith Li- 
« turgy without any Variation from it, ſo that the 
« fame Service Book might paſs through all bis Ma- 


179 7 Dominions. To this Maxwell replyed, That 


ce the Scots would be better pleaſed to have a Liturgy 


« of their own, but ſuch a one as ſhould come near the 
« Engliſh both in Form and Matter: In ſhort the 
« Cauje was brought before the King, who, having 
« confidered the Arguments of each Party, declared 
« for the Engliſh Book.” Bus 


The PREFACE xñĩ 
* "But however averſe the King was to a new Office, 
their Importunity prevailed ſo far againſt his Pru- 
dence, that at laß he yielded to their Requeſt, and 
commanded Dr. Laud to aſſiſt them in compoſing the 
Book. The ſame Hiſtorian tells us *, « That Laud 
« deferred concerning himſelf in this Affair, in hopes 
« of prevailing with the Scottiſh Biſhops to drop 
“ ' their Motion, and acquieſce in the Engliſh Book, 
„ but perceiving them fixed in their Reſolution, he 
« contributed bis Afiſtance. 
So that he, Archbiſhop Laud, bad Reaſon and 
Truth on his Sido, when he declared at his Trial, 
“ That the bringing in that Book, meaning the Scots 
« Liturgy, without Warrant from their Kirk, was 
6 none of his doing.” If this be true, ſays he, tothe 
Scots Commiſſioners, © It was the Fault of your own 
« Prelates, and their's only, for ought I know: - And 
after having declared his god Liking of the Book, he 
adds, © I did ever upon all Occaſions, call upon the 
« Scottiſh Biſhops to do nothing in this particular, 
« but by Warrant of Law. | 2 
Biſhop Guthrie who lived in theſe bad Times, 
and knew the whole Tranſaction, gives a Character, 
but ſuch an one, as no wiſe Man would chuſe for his 
own, of that Set of our Biſhops who puſbed this ruin- 
ous Project with a Zeal predominant to their Wiſ- 
dom and Diſcretion. He ſays, as Biſbop Collier co- 
pies it from him, «© That the young Biſhops not be- 
“ing obliged tothe old ones for their Promotion, abated 
« of the cuſtomary Obſervance, kept a Kind of ſepa= 
| 3 rale 
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dCollier's Eecleſ. Hiſt. Vol. 2. p. 767. 
J Laud's Hiſt, of his Trials p. 19. 
Collier p. 755. = 
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“ carried Matters ſo 
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4 rate Correſpondence among tbemſelves, and did not 


pay a due regard to thoſe who had lived longer in 
c tha Order. That the young. Biſhops treated the 
« inferior Clergy with too much Loftineſs and Diſre- 
« gard. The old Biſhops were inoſfenſive and ma- 
« naged the Point with. Diſcretion but thoſe of this 
« Reign (meaning the young Biſhops ) laid tos much 


„ Streſs. upon their Charatter, and ſteered with more 


« Sail than Ballaſt. + 
Biſhop Guthrie's own. Words are. © Another 
« Advantage their Adverſaries had, was the Diſ- 
« content: which daily increaſed among ſi the Miniſters, 
« for Biſhops flighting of them, yet. was: not this 


E to be imputed to the old Biſhops bo were prudent 


« and humble Men, and gave Reſpet# to all honeſt 
and deſerving Minifters. as their Brethren, It 
« wis the Fault only. 2 the . Biſhops, who - 

loftily that Minifters ſignified 
« Jittlein-their Rectoning. 
Such were the wiſe and worthy Perſons who forced 
tbemſchves upon this important Office of compiling a 
Liturgy for Scotland, rw” the Out-lines being 
drawn here, it was ſent up to be finiſhed at London, 
where it was committed to the Reviſal: and Care of 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, Juxon Biſbop of Lon- 


don, and Wren Biſhop of Norwich But the Mat- 


ter reſted with the firſt and laſt, Juxon having his 

Hands full of other Bujineſs T7. 

. The Book thus finiſhed and ready to be brought in- 

to Uſe, mo People in Scotland took the Alarm and 

threatned Oppoſition . T be Archbiſhop of St. An- 
| | drews, 
* Guthrie's Mem. p. 8. 12, &c. 
Collier Eccl. Vol. 2. p. 767. 
* 1d. 769. 
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| The PREFACE. > 
drews, and ſome of the moft prudent of his Brethren | 
were of - wer T hat the ſuppreſſing of the Book was 

3 be only Expedient to prevent à Commution and bring | 
them to temper and wrote to the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury to ſollicite the King, that the publiſhing the | 
Book might be poſtponed to a more ſeaſonable Fun- 
ure. But ſome of thoſe of this Order, lately prefers | 
red, « Having (as Mr. Collier ſaysÞ) an Overbas 
« lance of Heat and Spirits, refuſed to concur with 
c their Brethren -A better Experience; inſtead of 
« managing with this Precaution, they went in with 
« the Earl of Traquair's Sentiment, and preſſed. for 
« FExectition and Diſpatch. Though by the Way 
* this Nobleman who was Lord Treaſurer bad a 
* Bottom Deſign, which they were by no Means 4. 
« ware of, his Buſineſs was to promote unacceptable 
« Meaſures, to puſh Things to Extremity and to ruin 
« the Biſhops. — So, having procured a Letter from 
« the moſt ſanguine among ft them to the Archbiſhop 
&« of Canterbury, he poſted to Court, told Laud,there 
« was no Reaſon to be apprehenſive of Danger, that 
& the old 2 were Men of Phlegm, and overgrown 
« with Spleen and Timorouſneſs.— That if Laud 
cc would prevail with the King to truft this Earl with 
4 the Execution, he would venture his Life to go thro 
“ qwith the Buſineſs, without any confiderable Ruffle; 
« &c.“ | | . ; 
| Upon this Aſſurance proceeded the Proclamation, | 
athorizing this Book of Common Prayer to be uſed | 
throughout the Realm of Scotland. Given under 
bis Majefty s Signet at Edinburgh 201b — | 

waa - | 1636, | 


j Eccl. Hiſt, Vol. 2. p. 770; 


* The PREFACE; 
| 1636, and of his Reign the 12th Near, and put into 
' the Beginning of that Book 1637. | 
What the Conſequences were of this Injunction, 
| and of the raſh Attempts — puſping this Li- 
turgy up Hill, need not be told the Scots Reader. 
Every one who has looked into our Hiſtory knows, that 
ens it was not the Cauſe, yet it was made the 
Occaſion 2 ruining the Church and Monarchy in 
the laft Age, (as indeed an unneceſſary Zeal, to rein 
troduce it has occaſioned much Diviſion and many 
Diſorders in the preſent ) and that the good King, af- 
ter a long and fruitleſs Struggle to ſupport it, was at 
length by his hard Circumſtances, and barder Fate, 
obliged to give up and condemn this Liturgy, and e- 
ven Epiſcopacy itſelf, in a Parliament holden in E- 
dinburgh, 17th Auguſt 1641, in which he was 
preſent * + So that this Book which has made ſo 
much Buſtle never had a legal Eftabliſhment, though 
 Citis with Grief I ſay it) that it, and the Church 
bn its Account, had a legal Non-eftabliſhment. TP 
T have inſiſted the longer and been the more pars, 
' ticular in the Hiſtory of our Scots Litirgy, for the 
Sake of them whoſe Zeal to reintroduce it proceeds 
not ſo much upon any Knowledge, or Conviction of its 
Excellency, when compared with the Engliſh, as 
4 Reverence for the Judgment and Authority of 
the Royal Martyr, 4e it fo have been his 
Choice, whereas the direct contrary appears from the 
Hints already given. And here it may be remarked, 
that if in the Near 1629, when the Affair of the 
Liturgy was firſt ſet about in earneſt, the Biſhops 
bad wiſely followed the King's and Archbiſhop Lud? s 
| Counſel, 


- 


L 


* Guthrie's Mem, Anno 1641, and Collier Vol. 2. P. 806. 


The PREFACE. x 


Council, and taken the Engliſh Book without an | 
Variation; if they had then applied themſelves to the | 
3 for their Concurrence, and courted them into 
their 


it is probable the Liturgy had had & ſmoother Paſ* 
ſage, and had completely gained both an Eccleſiaſti- 


nere, if in an obliging Manner they had em- 

loyed their Endeavours to work the Clergy to a Come. 
pliance. And laſtly, if they had carried on the Bufi= | 
neſs in Concert and with Unanimity among themſelves; 


cal and Civil Eftabliſhment ; for at that Time and 


for ſome Years after both Kingdoms were in a peace- 
able State, and thoſe, who meditated Sedition and Re- 
bellion, had not brought their deſperate Deſigns to ſuch 
Maturity, as to be able to diſturb the Repoſe of the 
Church and Nation. But by purſuing the Project 
of having a diftin# Liturgy of their own, the Thing 
was for ſeveral Years unhappily delayed, till at 
length the proper Seaſon for effecting it was loft, and 
the Undertaking became quite impracticable. Such is 
generally the Event of hot and indiſcreet Meaſures. 

IT ſhall on this Head tranſcribe but one Obſervation 


more from Biſhop Collier ꝙ, viz. “ That the Man- | 


ner of introducing this Common Prayer was e- 
e traordinary, and gave a plauſible Colour for Diſguſt; 


« for it was never laid before the repreſenting Part 


&« of the Church, nor paſſed in a General Aſſembly. 
« The Scots Presbyters could never be reconciled to 
« this Method, and thought the Authority of the 


« Church would be entirely loft by thus reſigning to 


60 thy Regale. e 
hings being brought to this unhappy Criſis, ( 
bave ſeen by what Means) the Deſolation cond 
c til 


I Eccleſ. Hiſt. Vol. 2 p. 770. © 
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till the Year 1660, when, by the B of He 
the Church and | "nh By which had 4 ruine 
together, were happily reftored, as they 2 always 
=: in each others Fate. 
It were to be wiſht that upon this joyful Event, one or 
_ ether o A theſe Liturgies had been immediately brought 
into Uſe here, eſpecially the Engliſh one, which bad 
formerly been adopted of Choice, had produced good Ef- 
3 and never been the Occaſion of any Miſcbiet 
But the Groſs of the People, and many of the in wy a 
Qergy being deeply tinged with the Humour of the 
| lemn League, the Biſhops very prudently avoided wy 
ing the hazardous Attempt-at that Time, and con- 
tented themſelves with having the Church reſtored, 
| upon the 15 me Footing ſe bad been in before the 
i Troubles began. 
1 But this is certain, ſays a late Writer &, <« That 
4 the moſt learned and pious of the Epiſcopal Clergy 
did groan under this moſt ſubſtantial Defet# in 
& an organized Church, the Want of a publick Li- 
„ turgy, and that, in mof of the. Pariſh þ Churches, 
bey were fiill adopting many Parts o T in their. 
ordinary publick Worſhip, 4 flill the longer the 
more of it, which was a good Expedient to path 4 
the Way for it. And what plainly demonſtrates, 
that we never entirely wanted it, and that there 
was an univerſal Aim after it, is, that there never 
was the ſolemn Conſecration of a Biſhop, or ſo much 
as the Ordination 0 155 one ſingle Presbyter in our 
Church, after the Reſtoration 225 nag but 
ll in and by ou Uſe of 5 ſame Liturgy: 2 70 ome 
Wl ami- 


. 


Anſwers to the Queries upon the Addreſs of the Epiſco- 
pal Ts by M. P. Midleton, printed Ed. 1713. p. 8. 
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Families of the be Oaulity uſed it, by the A- 
vice 2 Bs” 6 i ee 
Thus 5 50 ings at the Revolution in 1688, 
* which memorable Period, ſome Time muſt run 

re the Friends of that Liturgy dared to ſhew their 
Face and declare their Sentiments. The firft Notices 
we have are, that the great and excellent Dr. Roſs 
Bilbop of Edinburgh, Dr. Monro and others of the 
chief of the deprived Clergy, uſed the Englith Service 
in their private Families, that by their Advice and 
Example it ſoon came to be uſed by others, and that 
in ſome Years after, (being encouraged from Eng- 
land by their ſending down Prayer Books gratis ) it 
came to be uſed in Meetinz-bouſes in Edinburgh, and 
ſome Places in the Country, eſpecially in the North 
F Scotland, where the People of the Epiſcopal -Com+ 
munion received it with Joy, and were happy and 
united in the Uſe of it. % 

It is true, That in the Near 1713, the Earl 


Winton, cauſed print Cat his own Expence) an E | 


dition of the Scots Prayer Book of 1637. But this 
was underſtood as a Piece of Patriotiſm, rather than 
as of any Dejign to bring it into Uſe. On the contrary 
it did not then obtain in any Place that I know, bu 
in bis own wy Tranent, and even there not 
without ſome uſtrances from the Biſhop of E- 
dinburgh. | 3 


While this worthy Prelate, Biſhop Roſs, the warb 


ful Guardian of the Church's Peace, the ſteady Aſer- 
tor and the ſhining Pattern of Religion and Loyalty 


adorned the Chair of our Capital City, the Uſe of the = 
Engliſh Liturgy alone was encouraged. And it is 
very obſervable, that he and his * Colleagues did not 


Fake upon them to hold Synods or to maks Canons, 
nme "> "I 
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but contented themſelves with preſerving the Epiſ 7b 
Succeſſion, promoting the Intereſt of Religion, by all 
Means competent to them in their Circumſtances, anq 
governing the Flock of Chrift, according to the Laws 
already made and ſtill in Force. But à little time 
after * Demiſe, which happened March 1 gth 1720, 
the fatal Diſpute about certain Uſages, which had 5 
moſt undone a neighbouring Church, began to diffuſe 
ts err Influences to our's, and preſently blew 
up a Flame, which is not well extinguiſhed even to 
this Day. To remedy this Difturbance, the Biſhops 
made a Concordate, July 91h 1724, whereb the 
Uſe of iþe Scottiſh Liturgy is permitted to ſuch of 
the Clergy, as ſhall think fit to uſe it, boping that, 
fnce Jotb Off ices have been all along allowed and de- 
225 to be tbe ſame in Subſtance, all farther Di- 
FOES would be prevented. 
This for a ſmall time brought a pleaſing Dream of 
| hes and Security, but we were ſoon awakened out o 
u, by freſb Tumu bs, ariſing principally y from the ſelf 
ſame Cauſe, though varniſhed over with. certain . 
cious but frivolous Pretences : Upon this enſued an 
open Saif which lafted our long Years, the Mi- 
ſeries of which none can figure, ſo well as they who 
Were melancholy Witneſſes of the Ruin that enſued. 
True Religion was forgotten and oft in the Contenti- 
On, . on both Sides were hated and reviled, 
each by his oppoſite Party, and all of them deſpiſed 
by thoſe 1 that were without, the Funds o of Charity were 
2 and the true Intereſt of the Church ruined, 
er her Friends were divided, while her dee 
warmed thenmiſelves at the Flame, ſa ſaying with Foy, 
ere, there, ſo would we have it. © People havin 
for mere Tes thils fought themſelves out of m_ 
an 


= 
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and true Religion, which is one and eaſy to be 

intreated, quite out of Practice; there was at laß 
another Concordate formed and 2 at Edin; 
burgh, December 20th 1731, by all the Biſhops in 
Scotland. The firſt Article 45 this Agreement is, 
« That we ſhall only make Uſe of the Scottiſh or 
« Engliſh Liturgies in the publick Divine Service, 
« nor ſhall we diſturb the Peace of the Church, by 
60 introducing into the public Worſoip any of the an- 
« cient Uſages concerning which there has been lately 


a Difference among ft us, and that we foal cenſure 


« an of our Clergy that ſhall act otherwiſe.” 

at Y _ rather a Truce ill obſerved, than 
4 8 ſolid Paciſication, the various e ang rom this 
firſt Article abundantly teftify, which are ſo very no- 
torious, that I need not trouble the Publick with a De- 
tail of them. But this being the chief Article or Con- 
dition of the Union then made, it ought undoubte 
ro be kept ſacred and inviolable; and unleſs it be ſo, it 


is apparent, the Church muſt "inevitably relapſe inta | 


its former miſerably divided State. I it ſhould ever 
be vacated without the Conſent of one of the contratt= 
ing Parties, for Inflance, of that which retains the 
Uſe of the Engliſh Liturgy; that Part of the Cler= 
& and People will have 705 Reaſon to complain, as 

elieving themſehoes thereby ſtript of a Privilege, (to 
uſe that Liturgy ) ſecured to them only by theſe Con 
cordates, pure cannot but think it an Injury to take 
away that Right, as th 277 are ito proper Children and 
"Repreſentatives of that ;ſbops, who had pur- 
chaſed that Privilege for 18, or it will not admit 
of a Momem s Diſpute, that an. greement, entred in- 
21 two contending Parties, cannot he made void 


of no Effect at the Phefr of W 


dates, theſe vincula pacis, for the 
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long as there are any of the other Side to claim the 


Benefit of that Agreement. Nay further, as theſe 


Concordates, by permitting the promiſcuous Uſe 4 | 
both Offices, ſuppoſe them both good and lawful to be 
75 there can be no Occaſian to oboe theſe Concor- 

ake of giving 4 
Preference, equally needleſs and dangerous, to one of 


Theſe Offices. 


indeed it were proper in our preſent Situation, 
fo encolirage and recommend one Liturgy, a very 
good Reaſon might be aſſigned, why it would be fitter 


70 prefer the Engliſh; becauſe it having confeſſedly 


all che Eſſentials of Chriſtian Worſhip, does upon ma- 
4 Accounts hid fairer 10 unite abe Members of 
the ſame Communion both here and in England, and 
poffibly at laſt all the Subjects of the ſame Sovereign 
Prince in one common Form of Worſhip. And to in- 
orce this, one might with a very ſmall Alteration ask 
the ſame Oueſtiuns, which a learned and diſintereſted 
Writer bas put at the End of a late Declaration. Is 
“there any Perſon either within or without this King 
& dom ſo envious, as to be ſorry to ſee @ Liturgy re- 
« ceived with univerſal Ae ducky not ra- 
e ther every true Chriſtian, inſtead of ohſtructing, to 
« wiſh for ſuch an happy Event, i. e. for both Na- 
« tions to be fully united in one Mind and Voice? 
4 and when it comes, if ever it ſball come, to hold up 
« his Hand and ſay, Praiſed be the Lord? 
But thoſe who uſe the Englſh Office do not inſiſt 
upon this tris Uniformity, they are very well content, 
i in the preſent Circumſtances of the Church, the Ar- 
tick of the Concordate, which places the two Offices 
upon an equal Foot and provides that thoſe who 


eranſgreſs it ſpall be cenſured, is duly obſerve Offs 
| "Ig «4 " LAY b 5 5 . 
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Offices as approved by the Concordates are very good 
ones, are the ſame in their Meaning and Intendment, 
Senſe and Subſtance, and have each of them a Sort of 
Eftabliſhment by a general Reception and long Practice; 
= it is 2 that no other Liturgy but theſe will 
ever be pee vole without a Convocation or Aſſemb 
of the Biſhops and Clergy in 4 National lega 
conſtituted. 
Aud now to draw to a Concluſion, it is ſubmitted to 
the Fudgment of the diſcerning and impartial Reader, 
. — the following ſhort Eſſay, introduced this 
plain Sar pe 22 to vindicate the Sufficiency 
= wpport the Uſe of the Engliſh Liturgy, was not 
neceſſary at this Time, when that Liturgy is expoſed 
to evident Diſcouragement, and the Minds of many 
are violently prejudiced again it. I ſhall ſbut up 
all with my hearty Prayer, that, upon the diligent 
and confi 84 Peruſal be ab this I thoſe ill grounded 
Prejudices may be removed, 2 that the God of Peace 
and Power may haſten that happy Day to his Church, 
when there ſhall be no Diviſion among the Members 
of bis Son's ae Bu Body, but they ſhall all with one 


Mind and one Mouth glorify God, even the Father of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. 


AC 


A DEFENCE of the ComMuxtox-Or- 
FICE of the Church of England, Se. 


IR., | gn 
Believe all well diſpoſed Perſons ate 
by this Time ſenſible of the deplos 
*& table Miſchiefs which have befallen 
pour Church, from the needleſs Difs 
4 putes that have been raiſed about cer= 
tain Points, by ſome unaccountably contended for,: 
as eſſential to the Celebration of the holy Eachas 
riſt. The ill Effects thereof are ſo very difcernibley 


that it may now be Roped, Men of Senſe and 


Learning, will abate ſomething of their Prejudices, 
and think themſelves obliged to ſacrifice them to 
the Peace of the Church, and no longer to impoſe 

their ſingular Notions upon others, to the manifeſt 
Diſturbance; if not to the open Violation of it- I 
would earneſtly beſeech them, ſerioufly and impar- 
tially to look into the Groundis, upon which this 
ſtrange Contention is ſup and then, upon # 
meek and charitable Weighing of the whole Mat- 
ter, themſelves might ſoon ſee the Weakneſs: of 
their Objections to that excellent Office, which 
was for many Years uſed among you with great 


Vnadimiry: 
We A Fre 


2 


2 ) 

'The Biſhops and Clergy of your Church being 
perſuaded, That, for many ſubſtantial Reaſons, it 
was tieceſlary all the ſacred Offices ſhould be per- 
formed by Set Forms of Prayer, and they, hold- 
ing the ſame Doctrine, and couragiouſly ſupporting! 
the ſame Epiſcopal Government with the Church 
of England, did, through a proper Regard and juſt 


| Veheration for her, believe they could not take a 


more adyantageous Courſe, than to naturalize her 
Liturgy, with which they were well acquainted ; 
and which they were fully ſatisfied was in all 
Things of Moment perfectly agreeable to Scripture 
and Antiquity : 'Thoſe learned and great Men, her 


| | firſt Reformers, having taken che ſpecial Care to 
retain the Subſtance of what was primitive and 


good in the Liturgies of other Churches, and to 
pare off all Excreſcencies and adventitious Corrup- 
tion of After- times. And they had this farther pru- 


dential Conſideration, Thar it was likely they 


might"ealily reconcile to it thoſe that are without, 
who had leſs to object againſt this Liturgy than 
any other: Beſides, that by their adopting it, they 
became more cloſely united with this Church of 
England. Which. undoubtedly was a yery great 
Happineſs to both Churches, ſince this Unity of 
the Spirit in the Bond of Peace, which all ought 
moſt earneſtly to endeavour after, cannot bur be 
beſt kept by an exact Uniformity. Good Reaſon 
then had they to receive with open Arms the Eng- 


liſh Liturgy, as one of the moſt valuable Bleſſings 


God could beſtow. upon your Church: And in 
this Opinion they for ſeveral Years all agreed, and 
for this very Liturgy many of them thought it 
their higheſt Honour to ſuffer. It was thus ſettled 
EC: | | among 
\ 


3 Cal. 
among you with univerſal Approbation; and there 
fore, unleſs it can be proved, it does not fully an- 


{wer all the Ends of Chriſtian Worſhip, it ought 


not lightly to be ſet at nought and rejected. And 
yet, in Proceſs of Time, ſoon after that venerable 
and prudent Prelate, the old Biſhop of Edinburg b, 
who by his admirable Conduct and the Advice of 


his Collegues and other diſcreet Men of the Cler- 


gy, preſerved your Church in excellent order, was 
laid in his Grave; I cannot but with Tears lament, 
that the Frame of your Church, hitherto ſo ſtrong- 
iy compacted, by the Uſe of one Form of Wor- 
ip, began to be looſen'd and unhinged: An un- 
happy Controverſy aroſe about the Lawfulneſs of 


officiating by the Engliſþ Office for the holy Com- 


| 


| 


munion, and it was hotly, but very weakly and 
inconſiderately affirmed by ſome, That it was 
defective in certain Points, which affect the very 


Eſſence of the Adminiſtration: Great Pains were | 


taken, and ſtrong Efforts made to baniſh and pro- 


ſcribe it as a Thing abominable in the Sight both 


of God and Man, and to ſubſtitute in it's Place the 


Scotiſp Office, which they ſimply imagined was. 


| 
| 


much more perfect and more conformable to our 


bleſſed Lord's Inſtitution, and to the primitive 


Doctrine and Practice; whereas, when the Matter 
comes to be exaniined with due Care and Atten» 
tion, it will be found, there is no Difference at all 


in Subſtance between theſe two Offices. And tho! 


the Scotiſþ comes nearer in ſome Words and Phraſes 
to thoſe commonly made Uſe of in the Liturgies 
of the Eaſtern, which is only a Part of the Catho- 


lick Church; yet, the Eugliſb is expreſſed in ſuch 


Terms as contain the very ſame Meaning, and 
A 2 which 


(4) O08 
which are confonant to the very Words of the 
Holy Scripture, and _ agreeable to thoſe ian 


the Weſtern Forms. In ſhort-the Difference lies, 
if I may ſo ſpeak, in the Shell and not in the Ker- 
nel: For both Offices equally retain what belongs 
to the Eſſence of that bleſſed Sacrament; and when 
we deſcend to the ſiſting of the Particulars, it will 
evidently — ram A thoſe were deceived in 
their Imagination, who would have gladly per- 
fuaded themſelves and other Men, that in Things 
of Moment they plainly oppoſe one another. Be- 
ing poſſeſſed with this Fancy, they ſtickled hard to 
in their Point; but a deſerved Eſteem of the Eng- 
50 Office was ſo rivetted in the Minds of Men, 
at there was no removing it; and ſo ſome choſe 
rather to make a Separation from their Brethren 
in both Churches, than join in the Celebration of 
the Euchariſt according to it. Now it muſt be con 
feſſed, That ſuch a Separation could no Way be 
juſtified from the Imputation of Schiſm, unleſs ir 
could be demonſtrated; that both your and this 
Engliſh Church had before divided themſelves from 
the Catholick, by uſing an Office eſſentially de- 
fective. But God be praiſed, no ſuch Reproach 
can, with the leaſt Reaſon, be caſt upon either 
Church tor this, as, I hope, will ſuffictently 
tothoſe, who will favour what I have here written 
with an attentive Peruſal. | 
After the Peace of the Church was thus miſe- 
rably broken, and the Scotiſb Office, contrary to 
K's orginal Defign, was for a long time ſet up and 
employ'd to countenance a Schiſm; the Biſhops, as 
ic was their Duty, careful of reſtoring Unity to the 
Church, with a paternal Indulgence tothe W 
* GU 


. 
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and Scruples of the weak, and with a good Deſign 
to allay the Ferment railed about the forementi- 

oned Uſages, unanimouily agreed, That the Scot- 
0 or Engliſb Liturgies ſhould only be uſed in the 
publick Service, and declared, they would cenſure 
any of the Clergy that ſhould act otherwiſe. To 
this there was an univerſal Submiſſion. both of 
Clergy and People. Every one ſeemed fully ſa- 
tisfied, fince the indifferent and promiſcuous Ute 


of. both Liturgies was hereby eſtabliſhed, the e- 3 


qual Sufficiency and Perfection of both was de- 


clared; the unwarrantable Separation of a Part 


of your Church from the Church of England was 
happily taken away, and a ſteady Reſolution was 
teſtified of never more dividing from her Commu—- 
nion. And, I hope, the ſame wile Reaſons, on which 
this Agreement was founded, will always be pre- 
valent enough to. hinder one Office from being 
preferred to the other, and that they will be e- 
qually recommended to the Obſervation of all, fo 
long as the Church ſhall continue in it's preſent Sis 
tuation. | Oats Sa, 25) 144k 4 
Now ſince it was found by Perſons of the great- 
eſt Wiſdom and Foreſight among you, That 
Peace could not long continue, but upon the 
Terms of this Agreement, I ſuppoſe it will not 
be diſputed, that it is the Duty of all to adhere to 
it. When therefore the Scotiſo Liturgy is uſed, 
not the leaft Alteration either in the Words or in 
the Order of the Prayers. ſhould be made, trom 
that which was publiſhed by thas Regal and Epiſ» 
copal, I wiſh I could add, a full Synodal Autho- 
rity in 1637; and when the EngliſbLiturgy is of- 
leer by, the Babes ought f 0 be oþ- | 


ſerved, and no Addition, Mutilation, or Ttranſ- 
poſition ſhould be made in it; or elſe it is evi- 
dent the Agreement is violated: For when the Of- 
fices are altered, they are neither the one nor the 
other, but Offices different from both, and conſe- 
quently thoſe, who adminiſter by ſuch depraved 
Forms are liable to the Cenſure mention'd in the A- 
greement, which, as it cannot be doubted, but Per- 
ons ſo zealous for the Conſervation of Unity, as 
your worthy Biſhops are, will be ſure to inflict; fol 
heartily defire all others, who have any Regard 
for the ſame good End, may in their ſeveral Sta- 
tions endeavour to the gutmoſt of their Power to 
ſee duly executed. This is the only Way to pre- 
vent future Diſturbances: For if once a Liberty 
be permitted to People, for altering according to 
their Humours and Fancies in never ſo ſmall a Mat- 
ter, one Change will naturally draw on another, 
all having the ſame Right to make them; and in 
« little Time the like Diſtractions, as the former, will 
inſenſibly return, and probably the laſt State of 
'Things-will be worſe than the firſt. A Sore ſcarce 
well heal'd and as yet tender, if chaffed again, often 
feſters more, and becomes more uneaſy and trouble- \| / 
ſome than at firſt: And it is much the ſame with 
Mens paſſions, which by a new Irritation and rouſ- 
ing become more inflamed than ever, and are ap- 
peaſed again with much greater Difficulty and La- 
bour. It is therefore the ſureſt Method to dam 
up the Source, and put a ſtop to the Beginnings 
of Miſchief, left, the Flood-gates once opened, the 
Torrent of Confuſion and Deſtruction ruſh in and 
carry all before ir. Such Miſeries are mote Hy 
imagined than deſcribed, and are ſo ſhocking to 
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think of, that, I truſt in God, allPerſons concerned 
will take proper Care, that the like dreadful Scene, 
ſhall never be expoſed to view again in Scotland. 
Give me leave then to intreat you all, not to 
depart in the leaſt tittle from the 4 


and not to make any Change either in the Scotiſbor 


the Engl Liturgy. If you alter the former, you will 
ſeem at leaſt, to undervalue the Judgment of thoſe, 


| ule of Wor- | 
ſhip laid down for yourPraQtice in the Agreement, 


| 


| 


great and learned Prelates in both Churches who | 
compiled it: If you add to, curtail or tranſpoſe. 
the latter, this will have the She and Appearance, 


as if you believed there is a Neceſſity for ſuch a 


Praclice, and thereby you will give too much 


Countenance to the injurious Sentiments of theſe, 
Who. are ready enough to charge the Church of 
England with eſſential Defects in her Worſhip, and 
to heap upon her the, moſt odious Reflections, as 
if ſhe were not a moſt ſound and perfect Member 


of the Holy Catholick Church. Remember vou 


are joined in Communion with her, and therefore 
let me beg of you, to do nothing which has the 
leaſt Tendency to the Diminutien of her Honour. 
I hope therefore all who think fit to make Uſe of 
her. Office, which, ſince it moſt cloſely compacts 
the two Churches, is the Principal Bulwark to 
preſerye-che Members of yours from a ſinful Sepa- 
ration from that of England, will ſtudiouſly com- 
ply with this my earneſt Requeſt: And leſt the 
Seeds of Scruple, which may hereafter grow uf 
to be uneaſy both to themſelves and others, ſhoul 

ſtill remain in the Minds of any, I think it incumbent 


upon me, as well for their ſpiritual Welfare, as for 


maintaining the juſt Reputation of 7 
R ö | ; Ur 


| 
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Church, to do my beſt to eradicate them. And for 
that both ſalutary and honourable Purpoſe; I ſhall 
now addreſs myſelf to ſhew, That the Engliſh Of- 
fice, which you have moſt happily, with Regard to 
the preſent Circumſtances of both Churches, mad 
ux own, wants nothing that is either fit or neceſ- 
ry for the Adminiſtration of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment; andſhis I will endeayour to do as briefly and 
clearly as I can. | 1110 a 
J. i ſhall begin with the Prayerof Invqcation, for 
the bleſſing and ſanctifying the Euchagiftick Ele- 
ments, Now we are taught in the Goſpels and by 


St. Paul, that our Lord, when he inſtituted this | 


- Sacrament, bleſſed the Bread and Cup: And the 
Deſign of our Saviour's bleſſing them was plainly 
this, that they might become to the Receivers his 
Body and Blood, or the Communion thereof, as 
St. Paul expreſſes it. Says our Saviour: Tike, eat, 
tbis, or this Bread, is my Body, &c. drink ye all 
F this; for this, or this Cup, is m Bloc, &c. 
St. Paul: The Cup of bleſſing which dhe bleſs 
is it not the Communion 0 the Blood of Chriſt The 
Bread which we break, is it not the erg ff 
the Body of Chriff * And therefore our Saviour" 
and St. Pauls Prayer for a Bleſſing was evidently 
to this Effet, that thoſe who take and eat the 
Bread, may communicate of the Body of Chriſt ; 
and thoſe who drink the Wine, may partake of the 
Blood of Chriſt; or, that the Bread and Wine 
may be to the Receivers or Partakers, the moſt 
bleſſed Body and Blood of our Redeemer. Thus 
our Lord and his Apoſtle bleſſed or prayed for a 
Bleſſing upon the Bread and Cup, that they might 


nefit 


be made an holy Sacrament, for the ſpiritual Be- 


WEE 
nefit and Salvation of the Receivers. - Juſt ſo does 
the Church of England pray in the following 
Words. Grant that we receiving theſe thy 


„ Creatures of Bread and Wine — may be Parta- 


kers of his moſt bleſſed Body and Blood.” That 
is, grant; that we, receiving the Bread and Wine 
in outward and viſible Subſtance, may be Parta- 
kers of Chriſt's Body and Blood as to the inward 
and inviſible Efficacy and Virtue, in the ſame Senſe 
that Chriſt ordained at the Inſtitution of this Sacra- 
ment. And this is the more apparent, becauſe the 
very Words of the Inſtitution immediately follow, 
in the authoritative Reciting of which, the Prieſt 
lays his Hand upon the Bread and Cup, and ap- 
plying the Words of Chriſt to them, declaresthem 
to be his Body and Blood; and thereby moſt ac- 
curately demonſtrates the true Meaning of the pre- 
ceeding Prayer, wherein is manifeſtly included 
both the Sanctification of the Elements, and alſo 
of thoſe who partake of them. C 

And this will be more clear from the expreſs 
Doctrine of the Church of England; ſhe inſtructs 
her Members in her 2 5th Article, that the Sacra- 
ments are efficacia_figna gratiæ, effectual Signs of 
Grace, by which God doth Work invikbly in us, and 
in ſuch as worthily receive the ſame, they have 6 
e Effect and Operation. In Which Words 
are clearly expreſſed, the Divine Virtue they are 
endowed with to work and produce in us the moſt 
bleſſed Effects, God and his Spirit invifibly uſing 
them as Means and Inſtruments for that Purpoſe. 
In the 26th Article, Sacraments are ſaid to be mi- 
niſtred by Chriſt's Commiſſion and Authority; and: 
in the Ordinal it is A that every Prieſt 95 
| ty celves 
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ceives the Holy Ghoft, or Grace and Power ſtom 
kim to adminiſter. So that it cannot in the leaſt be 
n but it is this Church's Doctrine, that 
Chriſt and his Spirit co - operates with the Priett if 
the Adminiftration, and what he does viſibly, ' 
Chriſt and his Spirit does inviſibly. 'The faid 26rh 
Article proceeds: Neither is the Effect of Chriſt's 
& Ordinance taken away by the Miniſter's Wicks 
ec edneſs, nor the Grace of God's Gifts diminiſh- 
« ed from ſuch as by Faith, and rightly, do re- 
& ceive the Sacrametits, which be effectual becauſe 
« of Chriſt's Infticution and Promiſe.” Here then 
we are told; there is a Grace atmexed to God's Gitts, 
or chariſmata, by which they are rendred effica- 
cious to the Sanctification and Salvation of the 
Communicants, Chrift having inſtituted them for 
that great End, and promiſed they ſhould be, if 
Men come duly qualified to receive them. Inthe 
57th Canon we are informed, that ſacramentorum 
virtus & efficacitas, the Virtue and Efficacy of the 
Sacraments does not depend upon the Miniſter's 
Ability to preach, and that quoad eorundem ſacra- 
mentorum eſſicaciam, with Regard to the Effica- 
cy of the Sacrament, it matters nor, whether they 
be miniſtred by a Preacher or no. What can be 
plainer for that inward Virtue which is conferred 
upon them? and, pray, by whom can it be confer- 
red but by the bleſſed Trinity? Well might there- 
fore Biſhop Bilſon, who was at the Framing of 
theſe Canons, affirm in many Places of his true 
Difference, &c. 4 That the Power of Chriſt's Fleſh 
and Blood are adjoined to the Elements, and 
« united with them, after a ſecret and unſpeak- 
« able Manner, by the Working of 9 * 

3 | by O 2 
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& Ghoſt,” Let us then but believe, That the 
1 of England prays as ſhe teaches, which is 

ely no more than a yery reaſonable Suppoſition: 
And then it cannot but be confeſſed, that though 
ſhe does not pr prays that theElements may became 
the Body and Blood. of Chxiſt in 2 natural and 
3 Manner; yet ſhe does pray that A 
may become ſo e virtually an 
ſalutary Effect to the Receivers. And thus 1 
the 8 are not abſolutely and properly the 
natural Body, yet they are abſolutely and proper- 
ly the ſacramental or inſtituted Body, by which 
are. communicated to us, if we come rightly pre- 

pared, all thoſe ineftimable Benefits and Bleſſings, 
whit Chriſt's 7 5 Body and Blood ſhed pur- 

aled for us. From hence it undeniably follow 

har this excellent and comprehenſive Petition 

the e Church of 475 and, has every Thing in it we 
gan ask of God for the Bleſſing ot the Elements; 
and if God Ben this Bleſſing, as we pray he 
would, it is highly unreaſonable and uncharitable 
to. cavil at, vility and 4e her holy Office upon 
this Account. 

All the ancient Liturgie s agree in a Req uelt ta 
God, chat the Rread may 4. the Body and che Cup 
the Blood of Chriſt to all that partake of it. T0 
name no more: The Liturgy of St. Baſil, as it is 
uſed throughout the Patriarchate of Alexandris 
expreſſes it this: © Make this Bread to become 
the Body of our Lord for the Remiſhon of 
« * Sins and eternal Life to thoſe. who partake of 

it.” And in the Roman Canon God is \elough 
1 be to us the Bach and - 
e Ic is e _ 
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and by Chriſt's Inſticution and Promiſe, to all the 
ee and by Accident only it is not ſo in a 
ſalutary Senſe to the unworthy Communicants; 
and therefore their Unworthineſs does not deſtroy 
its ſacramental Nature, but only hinders its whole- 
ſome Effect and Operation: It is ſtill in itſelf 
Chriſt's Body and Blood, in Power and Virtue, 
altho', through their ſacrilegious Abuſe of it, they 
ear and drink their own Condemnation. As then 
the Prayer runs in the antient Liturgies, that God 


would make the Elements the Body and Blood of 


Chriſt, for the eternal Salvation of all the Re- 
ceivers thereof; in like Manner, we, uſing the 
Office of the Church of England, pray God to 
grant, that all we, who receive the Elements, may 
partake of Chriſt's Body and Blood, according to 
the ſalutary Intent of his Inſtitution, And we ſhall 
do ſo, it we, through our Sins, do not obſtruct 
the Bleſſing. What imaginable Diſparity then is 
there in Senſe between thoſe antient Prayers and 
ours? «© Make them to us receiving them the Bo- 
« dy and Blood of Chrift:? And, “ Grant that 
« ye receiving them may partake of the Body and 
« Blood of Chriſt.” Now theſe two Prayers are 
evidently of the ſame Import; and therefore, 
certainly thoſe muſt have very nice and critical 
Heads, who can with ſo much Acuteneſs find out 
a Diſtinction where there is no Difference. | 
It is objected, That ſuch Words as theſe ſhould 
be inferred, bleſs atid ſan#ify theſe Creatures of 
Bread and Wine. But there is no Neceſſity for 
ſuch Formality of Expreſſion: For God's bleſſing 
and ſanctifying is nothing elſe but his making them 

Reet to anſwer the Purpoſe af 


A _. | 
Chriſt's Inſtitution. It is therefore abundantly * 
ſufficient to pray, That God would grant the ne- 
ceſſary Effect of his ſanctifying the Creatures, or, 
that they might be unto the Receivers the Parti- 
cipation of the Body and Blood of Chriſt: For 
to pray for the neceſſary Effect of God's Bleſſing, 
is the very ſame Thing as to pray for the Bleſſing 
or Sanctification itſelf, according to that undeni- 
able Maxim, poſito effeFu, ponitur cauſa. We all 
know we cannot pertorm our Duty without God's 
Bleſſing and Sanctification, but yer it is evident, 
there is no Neceſſicy at all expreſly to pray for it; 

it is enough to requeſt God's Pardon, Grace or a- 
ny other ſpiritual Mercy, which are the genuine 
Effects of it, and neceſfarily implies the imme- 
diate Cauſe of them. The Caſe is exactly the ſame 
wich regard to the Bleſſing and Sanctification of 
the Elements. And if we beſeech God to grant, 
the Bread and Wine may be unto us, Who par- 
take of them, the Body and Blood of Chriſt, we 
do as good as pray, that God would bleſs and 
ſanctify them for that Purpoſe: And this no doubt 
was the Reaſon, why thoſe wiſe and learned Men 
concerned in the Review of the Liturgy, after the 
Reſtoration, did not eſteem it requiſite to inſert 
the Word, /an#ify, or the like into the Commu- 
nion-Office, as they did into the Office of Baptiſm, 
putting in, ſan#ify this Water. Now man often 
were as exquiſitely skilled in liturgical Learning, . 
as any Perions now living, and diligently com- 
— ours with the antient Offices, and, if there 
is in Modeſty any Deference owing to their Judg- 
ment, made it perfectly agreeable in Subſtance tg 
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It is farther contended, That the Agency of the 


Word and Spirit or one of them ſhould be ex reſ+ 
{ed in the Petition. This only ſhewe, That ome 
have a greater Fondneſs for the Eaſtern W 
Which. uſually ſo expreſs it, than there is Reaſon; 
But we are all of us Members of the Weſtern 
Church, and I ſee no Cauſe why we ſhould nc 

rather copy after their Forms. Now in many o 

the Weſtern Churches, as thoſe of Rome, Milan, 
Turin and others, there was no ſuch Practice, as 


| 1 appears from the Roman Canon, and 


e Book de ſacramentis aſcribed to St, Ambroſe,the 
true Author of which was Maximus of Turin, wha 
lived towards the Beginning of the fifth Age, 
How old theſe Offices are, is not certainly known 
but as far as appears, they are as old 25 any othe 
Whatever, unleſs perhaps that of St, James. Ani 
yet Iwill not ſay but St, Peter's may bid as fair 

or apoſtolical Authority as that. Likewiſe ſame 
of the canones miſſa in the antient Gallican Litur- 
gies have no expreſs Invocation of the Word or 
oly Ghoſt: For Inſtance, the Maſs, upon. Se, 
Stephen's Pay, has this Prayer after the Wor 
of the Inſtitution: Therefore we do this, C 
Lord, we obſerve theſe Precepts, and celebrate 
“ the Paſſion of thy Holy Body with ſacred Sor 
„ lemnities. We beſeech, Almighty God, that as 
4 we now perform the Truth of the heayenly 


„Truth of our Lord's Body and Blood. Thi 
is all the Conſecration Prayer in this Canon: Ar 
as I take it, our's is much r to the 
Words of the Inſtitution than it. If is true ther 


Sacrament, we, may be united to the very 


are more expreſs Prayers in ſome of che 7 
* = 
ww 
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But it is clear ſuch were not then believed to be 
neceffary. From hence it is apparent the Weſtern 
Churches in the primitive Times were not ſo nice 
in this Matter, as ſome of our Brethren are at pre- 
ſetit; and no Chriftians in thoſe Ages ever bogs 
pled at the Uſe of theſe Offices: No Qualms ever 
came. over the Stomachs of the Communicants, 
neither did any Churches make the leaſt Remons 
ſtrance againftrhem. - RE 1 
© Befides, all-Divines, who underſtand any thin 
of the Doctrine of the Catholick Church and 
our own, know, that God the Father does no- 
thing without the other two Perſons. In particu- 
lar, the Church of Ezgland inſtructs us, that the 
three Perſons in the Godhead are co- equal in all 
the Attributes of the Divinity; that in the Unity 
of the Godhead there be three Perſons of one Sub- 
ſtance and Potwer; that what we believe of the 
Glory of the Father, the ſame we are to believe 
of the Son and Holy Ghoſt, without any Diffe- 
rence or Inequality; that while we adore and di- 
rect our Prayers to the Father, we at the ſame time 
adore the other rwo Perſons, which are never di- 
vided from him. 'Therefore Praying to God the 
Father for the Conſecration of the Elements ne- 
ceſſarily implies a beſeeching him to ſanctify them 
by his Word and Spirit, and conſequently an im- 
plicite Invocation is tantamount to an expreſs one, 
and the Church of Exgland, who has the former, 
does not practiſe in a Manner difagreeable to thoſe 
Churehes, who make Uſe of the latter. They all 
in Truth have an Invocation of the Holy Trinity 
for conſecrating the Euchariſt; and the Prayer is 
the ſame in Subſtance, differing in nothing elle bat 

— 1 
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in the mere Formality of Expreſſion. For as 
St. Fulgentius ad Monimum very well obſerves: 
Dum ad ſolius patris perſonam honoris ſermo dirigitur, 
bene credentis fide tota trinitas honoratur; & cum ad 
patrem litantis deftinatur intentio, ſacriſici:i munus 
omni Trinitati uno eodemque offertur litantis officio. 
In every Prayer we put up to the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Ghoſt are not excluded, but always 
included in him, and never ſeparate from him, 
as being one God with him and veſted with the 
{ame individual Attributes, and particularly with 
the ſame Power; and conſequently the Operation 
or Exerciſe of that Power is one and undivided. 
This no Catholick can deny. If then the Father 
alone is invoked to ſanctify the Elements, ſince he 
does nothing without his Word and Spirit, it ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that he is invoked to ſanctify 
them with his Word and Spirit. And if the two 
Perſons are not mentioned, their Preſence and In- 
fluence is however underſtood and implied upon 
Chriſtian Principles? If it is eſſential to the Conſe- 
cration, as ſome affirm, to mention the Word and 
Spirit or one of them in the Prayer; then a Petiti- 
on to the firſt Perſon does not imply a praying 
for the Influence of the other two; and then the 
direct Conſequence is, that they are not only di- 
ſtinct, but ſeparate and divided from him, which 
is plainly heretical. I muſt ſay, People ſhould be- 
ware not to ſuffer a Fondneſs for an Opinion to 
carry them too far, and, while they are zealous for 
what is in itſelf innocent and good, not to give a 
Handle of raiſing a ſtrong Objection againſt it. 
This very Thing furniſhed the Arians in former 
times with an Argument againſt the 9 
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Doctrine. They endeavoured from this expteſs 
Invocation to prove, 'That the Word and Spirit 
were inferior to and eſſentially divided from the 
Father, and were only his Miniſters. Now tho 
no ſuch Argument can be fairly drawn from ſuch 
a Prayer, yet this very Thing naturally ſuggeſts 
a Query, Whether it be fit, now Arianiſm aud So- 
cinianiſm ſo much aboundy, to reſtore the Practice 
of it; and whether the Catholick Doctrine of the 
Unity of the three Perſons is not better ſecured yb 
a Prayer only directed to the Father) 

But that muſt be leſt ro the wiſe Conſidetatis 
on of thoſe, in both ke Church and ours, who 
ſhall hereafter be veſted with compleat legal Au- 
thority to determine it; inthe mean while it isths 
Duty of all to reſt ſatisfied with that good Provi- 
fion which is already made, and not adventure 
upon raſh and precipitate Meaſures to unſetle ity 
— ſer up their own private Imaginations in its 


Some perhaps may underſtand by the Vord in 
that Sentence of the Scottiſb Conſecration Prayer, 
ſandify by thig Mord, the Words of the Inſtitution: 
But there is no ſuch Clauſe in any aneient Office, 
and therefore it cannot be neceſſary. In all Litur- 
gies the operative Words of Chriſt are accompanied 
either by a precedent or ſubſequent Petition; but 
there is no expreſs Prayer to God to ſanctify the 
Elements by them; conſequently, though ſuch a 
Prayer be allowed to be good, yet ĩt cannot be ſaid 
to be primitive. In ſome of the ancient Liturgies 
the Divine Word as well as the Holy Spirit is re- 
queſted to deſcend; and this I take to be the 
Meaning of the Scottiſp e it being the moſt 

N | ob- 
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obvious Conſtruction, and moſt agreeable to thoſe 


primitive Forms. 


I ſhall conclude this Head with obſerving, 
that if what I have delivered above be true, this 
muſt neceſſarily be the Senſe of the Church's 
Prayer: & Grant, O moſt merciful Father, by the 
« Power and Operation of thy Word and Holy 
« Spirit, that we, receiving theſe thy Creatures of 
« Bread and Wine, may be Partakers of Chrift's moſt 
« bleſſed Body and Blood, in the very fame Senſe 
« as Chriſt intended we ſhould partake thereof, 
4 hen he inſtituted the Sacrament, and when he 
« appointed and deputed the Bread to be his Bo- 
« dy and the Wine his Blood; (to wit, not cor- 
porally, but ſpiritually, or in ſpiritual Power 
and Effect.) And now let any Man of Rea- 
ſon and Underſtanding, nay let the moſt captious 
Adverſary conſider this; let him compare it with 
the Prayers in all the ancient Liturgies, and 
weigh the Matter with the greateſt Exactneſs and 


Severity: And then T doubt not but he will ac- 


knowledge, that this very Prayer, which has been 
ſo much excepted againſt, is as full in the Expreſ- 
ſion, with regard to all the neceſſary Ingredients 
of it, and as ſound in Senſe, as is to be found 

in any Liturgy whatever. 2 005 
II. The next Pretence is, that the Church of 
England has made no Proviſion for offering the 
Chriſtian Sacrifice. Now to diſprove this, let us 
take a View of our bleſſed Saviour's Inſtitution, 
and obſerve the ſeveral Actions he performed, and 
what Rites he appointed for the ſacrificial Mini- 
ſtration. He took Bread, gave Thanks and bleſ- 
ſed it, brake and gave it, ſaying, Take, eat, this 1 wy 
| Fn k ody; 
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Body; and in like Manner the Cup. And after all 
was conſumed, he gave his Diſciples Authority and 
Command to do this, or perform all theſe ſacrificial 
Acts in Remembrance or Commemoration of him: 
He took then the Elements and ſeparated them 
from common Uſe, and preſented and dedicated 
them to God for the ſacrifictal or ſacramental Uſe, 
which he was at that Time appointing. He next 
gave Thanks over then to God for ſending him 
to die for the Redemption of the World, and for 
directing him to the Choice of the Creatures of 
Bread and Wine, to be the perpetual Memorials 
and Repreſentatives of his Body and Blood, where- 
by to tender and exhibit the Benefits of his one 
meritorious and propitiatory Sacrifice, which 
he was juſt a- going to offer upon the Croſs for the 
Sins of all Mankind. He then bleſſed the Ele- 
ments, by praying to God for the Effect to which 
he deputed them, that they might be to thoſe who 
ſhould receive them, in a ſacramental and ſpiri- 
tual Senſe, his Body and Blood. He brake the 
Bread, to repreſent in the moſt lively Manner his 
Body which ſhould be broken upon the Croſs for 
us. And he diftribured them, declaring them his 
Body, which ſhall be given, and his Blood which 
ſhall be ſhed for the Remiſſion of Sins. Then 
the Elements were immediately eaten and drank. 
And laſtly, that his Diſciples might underſtand, 
what was the great End of this ſacrificial Service, 
he tells them, thar they, and conſequently all Bi- 
ſhops and Prieſts who ſhould come after them, were 
to offer it to God in the Manner before preſcribed, 
and that both they and the People ſhould receive 
it, as a continual Memorial of his infinite Love to 
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them, that thereby rhe Merits and Benefits of his 
all-ſufficient Sacrifice might be applied both to 
their Souls and Bodies. It is heedful ly to be no- 
ticed, he made no Prayer of Oblation after theſe 
Words, This is my Body; This is my Blood, &cc. it 
being impoſſible he ſhould; for theſe Words were 
actually ſpoke at the Diſtribution. Ir therefore 
follows, that the whole oblatory Part of the Ser- 
vice at the Time of the Inſtitution conſiſted of 
thoſe Acts, which preceded the Conſumption of 
the Elements; and that the Conſumption itſelf is 
Part of the ſacrificial Service, as it always was 
accounted in thoſe Caſes, hen the Prieft, or Peo+ 
ple, or both, feaſted upon the Oblation 

I have thus given you à plain and diſtin Ac» 
count of our Saviour's Inſtitution of the Chriſtian 
Sacrifice; and ſhall now demonſtrate, that the 
Church of England cloſely follows our Lord's Ex- 
ample and Command. And firſt, as our Saviour 
took the Bread and Cup, and preſented them to 
his Father for his Acceptance, and to anſwer the 
Ends and Purpoſes of his Holy Inſtitution; ſo the 
the Church of England does the very ſame. In 
the Beginning of her Office, there is a ſolemn Act 
of Oblation, whereby the Elements are preſented 
to God by the Prieſt upon the holy Table, which 


is ordered to be done by this Rubrick: „ When 
there is a Communion, the Prieſt ſhall then, (to 


„ wit, at the Offertory) place upon the Table ſo 


& much Bread and Wine as he ſhall think ſuffi- 


* cient; and in the ſubſequent Prayer there is 


a Petition for God's accepting theſe Oblations, 


which together with the Alms and Prayers are 
offered to his Diving Majeſty. Secondly, — 
| K 
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theſe Oblations, as our Saviour did, ſhe gives 
Thanks to God for the Redemption by Chriſt. 
For in the Exhortation at the Time of the Cele- 
bration of the Communion, we are adviſed to give 
hearty Thanks to the Holy Trinity for the Re- 
demption of the World, and the Inſtitution of 
this bleſſed Sacrament. Now the pe corda, 
and the Triſagion have a peculiar erence to 
this Part of the previous Exhortation. This will 
be abundanthy clear, if we conſider the Import of 
the Sentences taken out of the Scripture, and pla- 
ced on Purpoſe immediately before this giving of 
Thanks. The Sentences inform us, what is the 
Foundation and Defign of our praiſing God: That 
Chriſt came to eaſe and refreſh us who are grieved 
and wearied with the Burden of our Sins; that 
God gave his only begotten Son for the Redemp- 
tion of the World; that Chrift became incarnate 
for the Salvation of Man; and that he aſcended into 
Heaven to be our perpetual Advocate, and by e- 
ver pleading his all-ſufficient Sacrifice to. propi- 
tiate his Father for us. 'Theſe Benefits therefore 
we now commemorate, and for this exceeding, 
great Love of our Lord do we lift up our Hearts, 
and praiſe and adore that God who conferred theſe 
mighty Favours upon us. Every 'Time therefore 
the Euchariſt is celebrated, we thankfully acknow- 
ledge the Bleſſings we enjoy, the Salvation pur- 
chaſed for us, and the Propitiation made by Jeſus 
_ Chriſt the righteous, who became incarnate and 
ſuffered for us, and aſcended to the Throne of 
his Father to plead in our Behalf. We comme- 
morate our Lord's Incarnation, Paſſion and Afcen- 
ſion, that is, the whole Courſe of his Diſpenſation 
* | Over 
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over the Elements, before offered to God for this 
Purpoſe: We lift up our Heart and Voice, and 
praiſe God, as it is meet and right, and our boun- 
den Duty, chanting forth that raviſhing and tranſ- 
ing Hymn: Therefore ( i. e. for the Redemp- 


tion of the World by the Sacrifice of the Death 


of Chriſt, who died and roſe again for us, and for 
the Inſtitution of theſe Holy Myſteries as conti- 
nual Pledges of his Love, and Remembrances of 
his Paſſion) with Angels and Archangels, &c. And 
this is not the only Place where we confeſs God's 


great Kindneſs to us upon this Account; but a- 


gain, over the Oblations of Bread and Wine in the 
Prayer of Conſecration, we celebrate God's ten- 
der Mercy for giving his only Son to ſuffer Death 
upon the Croſs for our Redemption, as alſo 
our Saviour's Love to us for making there a full, 
perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice for the Sins of the 
whole World, and for appointing a Memorial of 
chat his precious Death until his Coming again, 
and we make our humble Requeſt to God, that 
he would hear us, continuing the perpetual Me- 
mory of it. All this clearly evinces, that there 
is as compleat a Thankſgiving in our Church's Of- 
fice, as in any other whatſoever, either ancient or 
modern. Thirdly, our Church, ſtill having a ſtrict 
Regard to the exact Order of our Saviour's Acts, 
bleſſes the Creatures of Bread of Wine, by the 
Pra yer above ſpecified, whereby the Elements, be- 
fore offered, are clothed with the high Dignity 
and Character ot the moſt bleſſed Body and Blood 


of Chriſt, and are made, in Repreſentation and 


Virtue, (though not literally or corporally) the 
Sacrifice thereof. Fourthly, ſtill in Conformity 
5 | 0 
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to our Lord's own Practice, the Prieſt breaks the 
Bread in the very Act of Conſecration, the more 
fully to repreſent to God our Lord's Paſſion and 
Crucifixion. Fifthly, as our Saviour did, he goes 
on by his Commiſſion authoritatively to declare the 
Bread to be his Body and the Wine his Blood; 
uſing ſuch manual Ceremonies, as well as Words, 
that plainly denote that Intent. And thus the 
commemorative and repreſentative Sacrifice is fi- 
niſhed and compleated: They are thus fully made 
the viſible Sacrifice of the Church, or the holy 
and effectual Signs and Symbols of the Body and 
Blood: That ſo putting on this high and noble 
Relation to our bleſſed Saviour, and lying in 
open View upon God's Altar, they might be ten- 
dered to the Divine Conſideration, and in a moſt 
ſenſible and diſtin&t Manner repreſent and incul- 
cate our Lord's Paſſion to his Father, to the End, 
that he might, for Chriſt's Sake, according to the 
Tenor of his Covenant in him, be favourable and 
propitious to us miſerable Sinners; and that the 
Sacrifice might be uſeful alſo and beneficial to the 
Partakers thereof for the Pardon of their Sins, the 
procuring Union with Chriſt, Increaſe of Grace, 
and the giving them a firm and undoubted Aſſu- 
rance of everlaſting Lite. And thus it is demon- 
ſtrated, that the Church of England, doing every 
Thing preciſely in the very ſame Order that our Sa- 
viour did; the material Oblation of Praiſe, and the 
Sacrifice commemorative and repreſentative of 
his one all-ſufficient Sacrifice, is offered to God 
by preſenting the Bread and Cup upon the holy 
Table or Altar, and by giving 'Thanks over them, 
and conſecrating them into che Divine 5 
Wnere- 
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whereby God is as it were put in Mind of us, 
and rendred gracious, to us through the Atone- 
ment made for us by the Sacrifice of the Croſs, 

From what has been ſaid, it is manifeſt, that 
according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, the Sacrifice is 
offered by performing the ſeveral Acts above-men- 
tioned; and it is moreover clear by the Teſtimo- 
ny of Cabafilas, in his Expoſition of the Liturgy 
cap. 27. and of the Liturgy aſcribed to Ignatius 
publiſhed by Renaudot, and of St. _ of Feru= 
ſalem in his 5th Myſtagogical Inſtruction, that the 
Sacrifice is perfected and compleated, the ſpiritual 
Sacrifice, the unbloody W orſhip, is finiſhed by the 
Conſecration. If then it cannot be proved, that 
the Church of Exgland wants a valid Conſecrati- 
dn, it muſt neceſfarily be acknowledged ſhe can- 


not want the Sacrifice. | | 
Laſtly, not only theſe Acts by which the Sa- 
erifice is offered, but likewiſe the feaſting upon 
the holy Elements, which repreſent Chriſt's Bo- 
dy — — and Blood ſhed, is alſo a Part of the 
ſacrificial Service. It is the Participation of the 
Sacrifice, as Tertullian calls it. And St. Auftin tells 
us, That Chriſtians celebrate the Memory of 
| Chriſt's Sacrifice by the Holy Oblation, and by 
the Participation of Chriſt's Body and Blood. And 
whereas St. Paul direct us, as often as ue eat this 
Bread and drink this Cup, to ſbem forth the Lord's 
Death; and our Saviour himſelf commands us todo 
this laſt Act, as well as all the foregoing, in Com- 
memoration of him: The Church of England en- 
joins the very ſame, exhorting every diftin&t Com- 
municant at that very Time to commemorate 
Chriſt's Paſſion, and to feed on him in their Hearts 
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by Faith with Thankſgiving. And thus the whole 
facrificial Service may be properly called a Sa- 
crifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. _ i 
Some learned Men have imagined, that it is 
moſt proper to uſe the firſt Prayer in the Poſt- com- 
munion immediately after the Words of the Inſti- 
tution. I ſhall not diſpute that Matter, but ſhall 
only ſay, that it ſtands very properly where it does. 
For ſince all the preceeding Acts, the feaſting up- 
on the Holy Elements, as well as the taking and 
giving Thanks over, and conſecrating the Ele- 
ments, are ſacrificial Acts, and the whole is a ſa- 
crificial Miniſtration: It is undoubtedly a very 
proper Petition to deſire God (notwithſtanding our 

Unworthineſs) to accept all the Parts of this Sym- 
bolical Worſhip, which we have offered unto 
him according to our bounden Duty and Service; 
and to beſeech him to grant, that, by the Merits an 
Death of his Son, which, with the, Symbols duely 
ſanctified with Thankſgiving and Prayer and the 
operative Words of Chriſt, and then ſolemnly con- 
ſumed, we have been commemorating, and thro 
Faith in his Blood, we who have now communi- 
cated and all the whole Church may obtain Remiſ- 
ſion of Sins, and all other Benefits of his Paſſion. 
It is then much the ſame Thing, as to proving the 
Euchariſt a Sacrifice, whether it be placed before 
or after the Communion. But ſince by being put 
alter, it has a more evident reſpect to the whole 
Fcrificial Miniſtration; on this Account, I muſt 
confeſs, it ſeems tome to be better ſituated where 
it is in our Liturgy, than in either King Edward's 
Firſt Liturgy or the Scottiſh; the Church having 
already in the former 55 of her Office, provided 


every — 
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every Thing both neceſſary and proper for the 
offering of the Sacrifice, by carefully adhering to 
the very Order of the ſeveral Rites preſcribed by 
Chriſt at the Inſtitution. 5 N 
. Upon the whole, ſince our Church orders 


the Prieft to place the Elements upon the Lord's 


Table, and deſires God to accept them as our 
 Oblations, and ſince the great Ends of thus offer- 
ing them are to make a thankful Commemoration 
of our Saviour's Paſſion, and to conſecrate them, 
that they may be in Repreſentation and Virtue, 
for the Benefit of the Communicants, his Body and 
Blood, and afterwards to feaſt upon them as ſuch, 
no one can ſcruple to affirm, that here is an ex- 
cellent Proviſion for the ſacrificial Service. For 
during all this Time the Elements undoubtedly 
continue Oblations, as well as when they are firſt 
offered, and may be properly denominated a com- 
memorative, repreſentative and applicatory Sacri- 
fice, from the ſeveral Acts which are performed 
with them. Conſequently all along the whole 
Service the Church intends to beg, that God 


would look ey both upon us and them, 


and receive them as a Sacrifice acceptable and 
well pleaſing in his Sight, as well as at that par- 
ticular Moment, when ſhe actually deſires God's 
Acceptance of them. No Man of any Underſtand- 
ing can imagine ſhe confines God's Acceptance to 
that particular Inſtant, and does not mean to ex- 
tend the Force of her Prayer to the Elements or 
Oblations quite through the Adminiſtration. Con- 
ſequently, though at that very Time, when God 
is deſired to accept the Oblations, they are not 
bleſſed and conſecrated in the fulleſt Senſe A 
| | nce 
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fince the Effe& of the Prayer remains upon them 
all the Time of the Service, it is evident the Prieſt 
deſires God to accept them, when conſecrated. 
and received, that is, when become the Anti 

of the Body and Blood of Chriſt and feaſted on as 
ſuch, as well as before. A farther Proof, if any 
fuch were neceſſary, that the Church extends the 
Force of this Prayer quite through the Service, is, 
that the Prieſt beſeeches God in the Poſt - commu- 
nion mercifully to accept the Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, which has been juſt before of- 
fered and conſumed; and although we be unwor- 
thy through our manifold Sins to offer him any Sa- 
crifice of Praiſe, or to make any Oblarions before 
him, 1 to accept this our imperfect Endeavour, 
as a Teſtimony of our Deſire to pleaſe him, ſince 
it is our bounden Duty to perform this ſacrificial 
Miniſtration, that we may ſhew forth the Death 
of Chriſt, and pay that Homage and Service which 
he commands us to perform. Now theſe Prayers, 
both before and after, being of the like Import, 
clearly ſhew it is the Church's Deſign to requeſt, 
that the Sacrifice during the whole Interval be- 
tween them, as well as at that very Inſtant when 
they are put up, ſhould be accepted of God; and 
indeed it is highly abſurd to believe otherwiſe. 
Well then might that great and good Man Dr. 
Hickes ſay in his learned Book of the Chriſtian 
Priefthood; © believe no Man in the World that 
« was of any Religion where Sacrifice was uſed, 
« and that by Chance ſhould ſee the Sacrament 
4 of the holy Euchariſt adminiſtrated among Chri- 
c“ ſtians,—as it is adminiſtred according to the 
« Order and Uſage of the Church of Exglana, but 
e een « would 


8 
« would take the Bread and Wine for an Offering 
« or Sacrifice, and the whole Action for a facri- 
64 ficial Miniſtration.“ 1 $a 
In ſhort, the Church of England's Office has e- 
yery Thing in it relating to this Matter, which is 
to be found in any of the antient Liturgies. Some 
of theſe indeed ule oblatory Words, (ſuch as, we 
offer, Oblation, Sacrifice) more frequently than ir 
does, but that is nothing to the purpoſe; the Diffe- 
rence conſiſts only in the various manner of Expreſ- 
755 and not at all in the Subſtance of the Thing, 
Vith Regard to this the Eng/i/Þþ Book is as full 
and perfect as they are. And no wonder that we 
are more {| aring in uſing theſe Words, ſince they 
have been ſo miſerably abuſed ph waitin as the Sa- 
. erifice bade 11 It would take 2 much 
e to ſhew how our Liturgy per ees 
Ng Affair with the Rom Ag?! 2 19 n= 
ficial reading of thoſe Liturgies, and a Careleſneſs 
in attending to the Intent of the ſeveral Parts of 
them have given Occaſion to this unhappy Con- 
tempt of our Office. I ſhall only ſay, that it as 
accurately obſerves the Parts of our Lord's Inſti- 
tution, as they can poſſibly do, and I think more 
exactly than ſome of them. But nothing will 
pleaſe theſe Gentlemen bur copying after the Mo- 
del of ſame of the Eaſtern Liturgies: Theſe are 
the only ancient Liturgies they value, but this is 
either nothing but mere 17 udice, or ſhews they 
have only taken a partial View and do not go to 
the Bottom of Things; and having once filled 
their Imagination with crude and indigeſted No- 
tions, they are hurried themſelves into Miſtakes, 
and do all they can to lead others blindfold Arg 
ö N n r "ot: 347 m. 
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em. And thus I hive done with the ſecond 


III. Ir is affirmed, That the Church of England 
does in no Senſe pray for the faithful departed at 
the Celebration of the Eychariſt. Now though 
it would be ſufficient to obſerve there is no Neceſs 
ſiry for this, becauſe there is no mention at all 
made of it by Chriſt at the Inſtitution; yet 1 hall | 
not ſtand upon this, becauſe it muſt be acknows 
ledged more proper to pray for them or any o- 
thers at the Altar, where the Sacrifice commemos 
rating and repreſenting the Paſſion of Chriſt is joined 
wich our Prayers, than any where elſe. For as our 
Prayers are only acceptable to God through the 
Merits of jeſus Chriſt ; ſo we may be ſure, that 
we are praying to God in the moſt prevailing way 
when we thus pray in the Name of Chi, and 
plead his Merits in the higheſt Manner that we 


an. | 
f But then the Queſtion is, in what Senſe we are 
to Feng for them? It is the Belief of the Church 
of England, grounded upon Scripture and Antiquity, 
that the Souls of rhoſe, who are in the State of 


the bleſſed, or which is all one, in Heaven, are as 


\ 


happy as they can be in their ſeparate and imper- 
foot Condition till the RefarreQion. The Serip. 
ture takes Notice only of two States, the one 
happy and, other miſerable ; and between theſe 


there is no middle one. And the primitive Church 
taught exactly the ſame Doctrine, as has been of- 


ten abundantly proved. If indeed by a middle 
State is meant the Stare of thoſe Souls which are 
ſeparated from their Bodies, and are therefore in- 
compleatly happy or miſerable, gll at rhe jr 
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rection they are united to their Bodies again, this 

is very intelligible and true. And ſince our bleſ- 
ſed Saviour himſelf commands us in his own Pray- 
er, to requeſt the Coming of his Kingdom, which 
is highly for the Benefit of all the faithful whe- 
ther living or dead, it is very right to pray, both 
on account of our Lord's Command and the Na- 
ture of the Thing, that God would | accompliſh 


the Number of his Elect, and haſten his Kingdom, 
that we, with all thoſe who are departed in the 


true Faith of his Holy Name, may have our per- 
fect Conſummation and Bliſs both in Body and 
Soul, in his eternal and everlaſting Glory. This 


we perfectly agree to, and practiſe after the Ex- 


ample of the primitive Church, who when ſhe 

rayed for the Peace, Reſt, Refreſhment and 
Happineſs of the faithful departed,, had undoubt- 
edly an Eye, whatever ſome particular 
Members might think, to that conſummate Peace 
and Happineſs, which God ſhall mercitully beſtow 
upon the whole Man at the Day of Judgment, 
when all ſnall be fully rewarded according to their 
Works. And this is the Doctrine of Gregory the 
Great, who in his Dialogue 1b. 4. cap. 25. ſpeaking 
of the Souls of the righteous Men departed, ſays: 
Their Reward increaſes in the Day of 1 


c ment, becauſe in the ſeparate State they enjoy 


& only the Bliſs of their Souls, but afterwards that 


cc alſo of their Bodies. Concerning this their re- 


« doubled Glory it is written: In their Land they 
« ſhall poſſeſs the double. Hence alſo before the 


& Day of the Reſurrection, it is written concern- 


4 ing the Souls of holy Men: Single white Robes 
« were given to them, and it was ſaid unto * 
8 een 
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that they ſhould reft for a little Seaſon, until the 
* ba their Fellow-ſervants and Bretbren 


<« - ſhould be fulfilled. Thoſe then who have recei- 
& ved ſingle Robes ſhall have double ones in the 
* oy grrt becauſe now they ſhall rejoice on- 
« ly in the Glory of their Souls, but then with 
the Glory both of their Souls and Bodies.” This 
is the right Key to open the Meaning of the Pray= 
er for the departed in the Canon of the Maſs, and 
in the other ancient Offices, which has no Rela- 
tion at all to Purgatory or any ſuch like State, as 
ſome are apt enough to imagine. If any then 
found Prayers for the dead upon any other Rea- 
fon, than what I have now given; if they either 
ſuppoſe a Purgatory, or a Purification from leſſer 
Sins, or an Improvement of their happy State be- 
fore the Reſurrection, which cannot be, ſeeing 
the Happineſs of the Soul in the State of Separa- 
tion is fixt and unchangeable; or if they imagine, 
that there will be a Reigu of Chriſt upon Earth. 
for a thouſand Years, and that ſome ſhall riſe ſoon- 

er than others in that Interval; or if they have an 
other Opinion of the like Nature: I can only t 
them in the Words of the 22d Article of our 
Church concerning Purgatory, that theſe are fond 
Things, vainly invented, and grounded upon no War- 
rant 7 Scriptare, but rather repugnant to the Nord 

' of God, | 
We have indeed no ſuch groundleſs Conceits 
as theſe, but as we believe that the faithful de- 
parted ftill ſtand in need of their perfect Redemp- 
tion, being not yet arrived at that higheſt Pitch of 
Perfection and Glorification, till God's Kingdom 
ef Glory ſhall come; as we likewiſe believe, that 
the 
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the Coming of his Kingdom may be haſtened by 
the Prayers of the Church, which is an infinite 
Bleſſing to the Saints whether living or dead; 
ſo we practiſe according to our Belief in the Bu- 
tial- office, in the Prayer before Sermon, and in 
the Adminiſtration of the holy Communion, as 

well when ye ſay the Lord's Prayer as in the fol - 
lowing Words. We alſo bleſs thy holy Name, 
fox all thy Servants departed this Lite in thy 

Faith and Fear, beſeeching thee to give us Grace 

e ſo. to follow their good Examples, that with 
& them we may be Partakers of thy heavenly 
„ Kingdom,” Or as it is in the 55th. Canon, 
« That, this Life ended, we may be made Par- 
e takers with them of the glorious Reſurrection, 
e in the Lite everlaſting.” Now this has xvid 

ſoect to chat full and compleat Reward, whic 

Thall be beſtowed upon all the Saints at the gene- 

ral Reſurrection: And here we praiſe God for 

the Gracesand V irtuesof the Saints departed, there- 
by exciting ourſelves to the Imitation of them; we 
then beſeech him to give us Grace alſo, during our 
wholeLives,ſoto follow their good Examples, that 
by this Means the Number of. God's Elect being 
the ſooner accompliſhed, God's Kingdom of Glo- 
ty may be haſtened, and both we and they may 
ſpeedily be made Partakersthereof. 'The-glorious 
Coming of Chriſt, the Perfection of his Kingdom, 
the Reunion and Conſummation of all the Saints 
of all Ages in God under one ſole Head, is that 
which is to crown all our Defires, and to render 
the Church entirely perfect and compleat. And 
this is what we here pray for. For as they, no 
more than we, have yet received the Promiſe; as 72 
ID wit 


* 


I * ” n we hs. 4 . 1 * * * * * , 0 8 | * N 
an * _ ME nM | 
| WF, * a 1 | 
i r 
1 F.4 


vithout us ſhall not be made perfect, ſo neither ſhall 
we without them. r 
I ſappoſe it will not be denied; there is a Peti- 
tion for the faithful departed in the Scottiſh Office 
in the Prayer, entituled, the Prayet for the whole 
State of Chriſt's Church militant bereonKarth,which 
runs thus: We alſo bleſs thy holy Name, Ec... 
« moſt humbly beſceching thee-to grant, that we 
e may have Grace to follow the Example of their 
« Stedfaftneſs in thy Faith and Obedience to thy 
« holy Commandments, that at the Day of the ge- 
« neral Reſurrection, we and all they who are of 
“the myſtical Body of thy Son maybe ſer on his 
« right Hand, and hear his moſt joyful Voice, 
% come ye bleſſed of my Father, Sc. No-]. 
there is no Manner of Difference between this Pe-- 
tition and ours, but that ours wks Abridgement- 
of the other. The Senſe is exactly the ſame, as 
any Man but of common Underſtanding muſt diſ- 
cern. If then there is a Prayer for the departed 
included in this, ſo muſt there be in outs; if not 
in ours, neither is there in this. One or other of. 
theſe is inevitable. But ſome imagine they have 
mended. the Matter much by. ſtriking out the, 
Words, militant bere on Earth. But firſt, they will . 
be puzzled to tell, by what Authority they do 
it? For T muſt Informit is none of their Buſineſa, 
either to wend old Lirurgies, or to make new. 
ones: They may ſtruggle as much as they pleaſe 
to break theſe Fetters of Law, but they will. find F 
themſelves much too weak for the Attempt. Se- 
condly, the Senſe of the Prayer will fill be the. 
ſame, whether thoſe Words be deleted or not 
That is fixt and unalterable, and therefore they 
1 3 * 11 26S AE 34 3 * 2 24.1.4 14 eh, 14 might 
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ald t as well ike the Worts ſtand, it being pro- 
per 3 to give the whole Prayer that 'Ti 5 
ſince the principal Defign of it is to.pray for 
Church 5 — and the Requeſt for the Church 
triumphant is fo very mal a Patt of ir. 
"There is likewiſe another Change made, with. 
relation to this Prayer, in the preſent Copies: . 
rifted, by what Authority they beſt know; the 
for the whole Stare of brite Church is 
removed from its old genuine Place, and put a- 
ter the Prayer of Oblation, as if this were a more 
natural Order than the othet, But this is only a 
Fancy; for the Weſtern Liturgies all have it "uy 
fore the Conſecratioh, except that the "_— has 
that Part of ir after, Which relates to the dead. 
And ſome of the Eaſtern Lirorgies alſo rank it 1 
this Manner, for Inſtance, that of St. Mark, an 
chat of che Church of Erbiopia ſubject to the Pa- 
triarch of Alexandria: And it is undoubtedly all the 
ſame thing, whether it be before the Co: ration 
or after, For the whole. ſacrificial Miniſtration 
mult be conſidered as olle entire Action though | 


made up of ſeveral ſucceffive Parts, aud men] | 


the Merits of Chriſt's Paſſion commemorated a 
wi pogo by the Euchariſt, we need not doubt, 
ro the bet yed for, in What 
ever Pan of the Action ot Celebration the Prayer 
placed, We are commanded, to make. Prayers. 
0 Supplications and to give Thanks for all Men, 
"whether before, or after Confecration i is not de- 


3 termined; arid thoſe fure muft-be ye nice, whom - 


thar kind of Order wall got Biere W Ow has by 

all along obſerved in their own Chur 

* becarne, Chriſtiaus. I is true in mo FOE. 
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Purpoſe to enquire - after Truth, he will not f 
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Eaſtern Liturgies, and particularly in that of St. 


James, it is in the Place they have wo I 
ir. But me thinks it is every whit as whimſica 
to go to Feruſalem for the Faſhion of their Litur- 
gy, as for that of their Clothes. And if it were 
not for the diſmal Tragedies they occaſion, one 
would be apt to {mile at ſuch ſimple Imaginations. 
I have thus, Sir, finiſhed-my Deſign of vindi= - 
cating the Sufficiency and Perfection of the E- 
Office, and now leave it to the Reader to 
riouſly and impartially conſidered. I would beg 
of him not to take up with Prejudices, which the 
long Cuſtom of thinking only on one Side have 
inſtll'd into him, or wherein any other Arts and Me- 
thods have engaged him, 7 5 it ſtrictly enquir- 
ing, whether thoſe Prejudices ſtand upon a firm 
Foundation, And I am verily perſuaded, if he 
will examine the Matter to the Bottom with a 


e and unbiaſſed Diſpoſition, and a hearty 


to have a very good Opinion of this Office, which 
was framed, and has been all along handed down to 
Poſterity by Perſons as excellently skilled in Li- 
turgical Learning as any other Church can boaſt 


of. Theſe great Men have upon ſeveral Occafions 
diligently compared it with what is delivered in 


the Holy Scriptures, and wich the moſt ancient 
Les. This was the Rule by which they. 
guided their Jud and they have taken Care 
never to ſwerve ſtom it in any Inſtance of Impor- 


. tance, wherein the Eſſence of the Adminiſtration is 


concerned. I might obſerve, that it would ſeem-ta 
ve a Man's Mind a little elevated with a Tin- 
R 
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TV 
eontemn their wiſe Determination; but I omit thar, 
being unwilling to give Offence or ruffle e ; 
'Temper. Bur it cannot be taken amiſs to recom- 
mend thoſe laudable Qualities of Modeſty, Hu- 
mility and Charity: And if we will clothe our- 
ſelves with theſe, the Exg/ip Office will appear 


no longer contemptible, nor be elther undermined 


by ſly Infinuations and underhand Dealings, or run 


down by publick Reproaches and op Aſſaults. 


And it is certain there is no Reaſon it ſhould; 
fince it is fully expreſſive of the Deyotions of a 
Congregation, and every Thing is thereby per- 
formed which our Saviour's Inſtitution requires, 
and exactly in the very ſame Order. If therefore 
we.come prepared to join in it with earneſt and 
fervent Affections, and annex the inward Acts of 
Devotion to the outward, we ſhall 2 
receive all thoſe ineſtimable Benefits, which G 
in his Mercy reaches out to us in thoſe holy My- 
ſteries. And what can be defired more?? 
Keep therefore cloſe to your Rule preſcribed 
in the Agreement, and let not the one Office juſtle 
out the other; bur as they are both the very lame 
in Senſe, and almoſt the ſame. in Language, and 
conſequently there can be no unfriendly Oppoſiti- 
on between them; ſo I hope for the Time to, come 
the Practice according to them will be quiet, 
peaceable and amicable, and the jarring Sound o 
Strife and Debate will no more be heard. For 
if it ſhould be otherwiſe, if ftill an unreaſonable . 
uarrel ſhould be continued upon this Account, 


| will not the Engliſh have juſt Reaſon to complain, | 


hat (notwithſtanding the Union of the two 
Crowns for near a Century and a Halt) Junk 
"I | l 4 
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look upon them as their auld Tnimies, as their 
ancient Records commonly call them, and that 
no Length of Time will | be. ſufficient to induce 
70u to entertain a Friendſhip for them; although 
it cannot be denied you have received very con- 
ſiderable Advantages from their Love and Be- 
nevolence towards you, ſince you have more 
than once been beholden to them even for the 
very Being of your Church. And that it may 
continue to all Ages, they have lent you their 
excellent Ordinal, Which your Biſhops have con- 
ſtantly uſed for above 80 Years in the Conſecra- 
tion of Biſhops and Ordination of the Clergy. 
And this no 3 will be {till uſed among you, 
at leaſt, till a better and more primitive Proviſion 
( that can be) ſhall be made in a National Synod 

egally convened, which alone has Authority to 
make new Laws or new Offices, or to do an 
Thing valid and binding in your National Church, 
Now may I not venture to ſay, that your learned 
and worthy Biſhops have nor the leaſt Deſign to 
lay aſide this Ordinal, although you have one of 

our own, compoled in King Fames VL Time. | 
Why. then ſhould ſome among you ſhew them= 
ſelves poſſeſſed with ſo unkind and _unneigh- 
bourly a Humour with regard to the Communi- 
nion-Office? There muſt be ſomething extraordi- 
nary at the Bottom, which, fince they are not 
willing to diſcover it themſelves, they will howe- 
ver give us leave to gueſs alt. p 
Perhaps you will fay, why ſhould you be be- 
holden to the Exgliſb for any Thing? you are an 
independent Church and acknowledge no Subje- 
tion to theirs. I grant you are and all along were. 
Far | "IE 


9 (38 ) 3 
Pe fare you will not ſo far refle@ upon your 
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redeceſſors, as to affirm, they either betrayed or 
pt over their Privileges, when with Joy they 
formerly adopted the Exghſo Forms, and never 
once dreamt, they at all hurt or indangered there- 
by their own Independency. It was no Queſtion 
at their Option to accept them or not, and that 
Was enough to ſave their juſt Rights and Privileges, 
And the E Office being honourably accepted 
by them, I hope it, as well as the other, will be 
carefully obſerved by you, and kept as a ſacred 


— 1 


Depoſitum and a certain Antidote againſt Schiſin, 
till a Review be made of both by a National Sy- 
nod in order to a legal Eſtabliſhment, whenever 
it ſhall pleaſe God to beſtow that Bleſſing upon 


4 And here it will not be amiſs to $4708 in 
Mind, that when that happy Time fhall come, 
which God grant may be ſoon, you may be aſſur · 
ed, that if a National Synod ſhould, upon the ima- 
ginary Notion of making one more primitive and 
2 „ s compile one almoſt entirely ne and in 
Words r different from thoſe now in Uſe, 
it will in all Probability never be legally ſettled, 

and conſequently never be receiyed with univerſal \} 
Approbation. For I ſuppoſe it is the undeniable Pre- 
rogative of our common Sovereign to adviſe with 
What learned Divines he thinks fit upon ſuch an 
Occaſion: And it is not to be doubted, but, as 
King Charles I. did before, he will, for the form- 
| 5 5 a right Judgment, conſult with the Exg- 


5 Prelates about the Affair. And we may be 
ſure, they will lay before him the very bad Con- 
ſequences of your formerly differing, even in Hong 
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ſmall, Matters from the Eeglith,Book, and wi 
therefore employ. their ſtrongeſt Arguments an 
Efforts to diſſuade him from confarming any ve f 
gteat Variations. This moſt certainly Will 
rheit Cate and Endeayour, and for very ſolid ant 
obyious Reaſons, which I need not ſet down, they. 
being to de found in the Preface to the Scaiſb Li- 


Nn, Lit bs pw, kibgols.: Gatis e 
circumſtantial Flaws, and lefs proper Expreſſion 
may be found in both Offices, which, g /ob 
do not know of any, perchance ma happen, fince 


ſibly no human Compoſure cari be entirely free 
Rom ſuch Imperfections: We muſt not immediate 
ly for theſe. T rifles raiſe Tumults, bandy into Par- 
tles, and quarrel with our Brethren. For what is 
this bur. to bear the Ver! and fight, with a ee 
which is worle, probably run into the black Sin 0 
unlawful Separation? But the Difficulty of knowin 
what is more. or leſs proper and edifying, 0 
What is abſol ute Perfection of Adminiſtrations (ti 
which be attained, ſome, ſeem to think they 
are not to be at reſt in any Church) ſhould make 
us Judge candidly, and interpret fairly, oy 


with every Thing not ſinful to-preſerve Love an 
Peace, and wait with Meekneſs for a proper 
portunity, when ſuch "Things may be \duely 
weighed and fully examined by a compleat Syno= 
dal Authoriy, and then to abide by their Judg- 
ment and Decree. © "This is the Duty of every 
pious and charitable Chriſtian. But no one ou 
to anticipate Matters and raſhly contend before 
hand for their own. private Imaginations. For 
Experience teaches us, ſuch a Practice will be 


11 


Fancy bites, will be exer mending and cobbling 


the Divine Offices; ever learning, and never com- * 


ing to the Knowledge of 17 Truth; ever ſeeking 
and hever ſatisfied, till chey find the Pattern on 
the Mount, and ſhall ae ooth at ſuch Per- 
fection, as will never. be upon Earth till gur Great 
Maſter come.” 
Finally, there is nothing cart be more conducive 
to Peace, than for all Orders and Ranks of Men 
to adhere ſtrictły to the juſt Laws and eſtabliſhed 


Conſtitution oft the 'Churc of which they are Mem- | 


bers. Let them, next to the Laws of God, Sire 
fully ſtudy cheſe, which, by Virtue of and in Su- 
bordnarion to the Law of God, ate their Rule of. 
judging and acting. Then eccleſiaftical 80 nom 

will be ſuxe to exerr their Authority lawful y,and' 


hte Interiors will be cleatly iuſtructed how to 
Thus the 


a dutiful and ready Obedience. 
| oF Body will be Htly 3 joined" ta gerher, will 
make Wart Increaſe unto Pe edit 


in Love, and, communicating mutual fene ho- 


Iy Offices of the Church, will daily ow up into . 


4 compleat W Body, COL it come to 
Maturity: 85 
0 Lord Faſus: Crip, ** glb 40 thy VR 
D Log I leave with, you, my Peace I give unto. 2 
voc hſafe 
and ot her Churches, Pease and Union, _ 
1 and reigneſt; with the; Father and the 
EE "World without. End. in FIT 
le EEE 
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e. according to tiy good | Phaſure 10 — 


